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Meeting Notice
Thursday, December 16,  is the next
meeting of the AVARC at the Emer-
gency Operations Center (EOC) at
Lancaster City Hall, 44933 N. Fern
Ave. in Lancaster. Talk-in is available
on 146.73 MHz. if you need
directions.

This month’s meeting will feature
our traditional December potluck
dinner.  Bring a dish to share, and join
us for a fun evening!

From The Veep
Dan Rowlan KG6PQA

Hi and happy holidays to
everyone. This can be a stressful time
of year, especially to those of us who
have the job of making sure Santa
gets everything done right and on
time, and that no one is
forgotten. Please don’t let the stress
of the Christmas season cause you to
miss the joy and fun this season
can provide.

Our Antelope Valley Radio Club
December meeting is one of the
events that are a lot of fun and stress
free! It is a potluck dinner so bring a
food or drink item to share and your
best smile to the next meeting. It will
be an evening of good food, fun and
lots of door prizes.

Being the Vice President of the
AVARC has been a lot of fun for me
and I have met many interesting
people. I plan to help with club
activities in the future but can’t be a
club officer in 2006, as my wife and
I have plans that conflict with club
meetings, board meetings etc.

We are going to take a leisurely trip
through the New England states, as
this is a part of America we have not
visited before.  I have collected a list
of places not to be missed from
friends who have lived or worked
there. If you know of something
we should do or see while we are
there let me know.

(Continued on page 5)

President’s Corner
Rich Stocking N7OP

This column is a somewhat recycled
one in that it didn’t make last months
Short Circuit.  (I got some long
bounce back message from SBC
gobal e-mail, …hoping this attempt is
better received.)  I think the topic is
still relevant so I am repeating most of
it this month as well.

On two recent occasions I have
witnessed car crashes here in the
Antelope Valley.  The first was during
Field Day setup on Friday afternoon.
I didn’t try to dial 911 as I was
somewhat busy leaping over the park
fence and rolling down the
embankment towards the car.   My
repeated thanks to those who came
running with those fire extinguishers
from the FD generators!  Those kids
in the car were trapped and scared.
Flames are never a good thing around
leaking fluids.

The second one was mid October as
I was driving home from a long week.
I observed a car pull out in front of a
Semi-tractor rig on west bound
highway 138…never a good result.
They ended up sliding off into the dirt
field north of the highway … no
smoke or flames this time.
I tried calling on the repeater for any
station to call 911…. No
response….4 PM … not quite prime
drive time for commuters yet.

(Continued on page 5)

UNITED
WE STAND

The traditional AVARC Christmas
potluck is a great family activity!
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AVARC General Meeting

Date:     17 November 2005
Location: EOC, City Hall,
          44933 N. Fern Ave.
          Lancaster, Calif. 93534

     The President called the meeting to
order at 1930hrs with thirty two members
present. The minutes from the last meet-
ing as written in the Short Circuit were
voted on and accepted. The treasurer re-
ported that we had $1023.60 in the check-
ing account and $734.99 in the savings
account.
     Adrienne announced that the next VE
test secession would be on the 10th of
December 1300hrs at the Kumon Center
and cost $14.
     The guest speaker was Michael Ben-
ner, N6IJR, who gave a presentation on
“Emergency Preparedness.” The presen-
tation caused enough interest to hold the
meeting over ten minutes with questions.
The meeting ended at 2110hrs.
     Don’t forget, next month is another
“Pot Luck Dinner.” The meeting will be
held on the 15th of December.

                                Submitted by
Robert Holland, KG6DHQ

Secretary, AVARC, 2005

AVARC Board Meeting
Date: Dec.1 2005
Location: Shakey’s Pizza, Lancaster, Ca.
Time: 7:30 PM
Members present:
Rich Stocking N7OP President
Eugene Humpherys
KG6SLC President elect
Dan Rowlan KG6PQA Vice President
Bill Feldman N6PY Vice President elect

From The Secretary’s
Don Jackson WA6KPP Treasurer
Gary Mork WA6WFC Master-At-Arms
Claude Brown K7TEN Board Member
Dan Sherwood WA6PZK Board Member
elect
Keith Hoyt K6GXO Trustee
Vern Eubanks K0LVS Ex Officio
Gary Barr WA6TWT Member

Old Business:
We discussed thank you notes from the
club to club speakers
New Business:

We discussed next year renewal issues
and ways to make it easier to renew, plans
for the next meeting, bank issues, our PO
box, filing a non profit corp., our insurance
policy for next year, getting our VE ses-
sions listed in World Radio, possible ham
classes for next year, our programs for next
year, Field Day and ways to build interest
in ham radio.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM

Submitted by
Robert Holland, KG6DHQ

Secretary, AVARC, 2005

K6ARU

Dots and
Dashes

FOR SALE

General Electric Model XL44
conversion device (stove and
oven). Converts propane gas to
heat suitable for cooking.

New in 1996 and still in good
operating condition.
Ignition initiated by electronic
means.

Caution: Does not normally radiate
RF energy but could be loaded up
as a stealth antenna if desired.

Open to offers. See to appreciate.

K6GXO
661-533-4025

Ken Hodge, KB4CM, a former
president of AVARC has moved
to 5330 N. Nashua Circle,
Parker, C0 80134-5426; phone
303-284-5581.
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I recently cured an interference
problem which existed within my
own home. The details might be
worthy of consideration.

For some time I have been hearing
a spurious signal on 6 meters which
would drift up and down the band.
It liked to hang around the calling
frequency, 50.125 MHz, espe-
cially when I wanted to listen for
weak stations on that frequency.
It traveled from below 50.000
Mhz up to 50.2 MHz and had a
clock-like ticking sound. For a
long time I took little notice of it
because Pat, N6RMJ, had told me
in the beginning of my 6 meter
career to expect unwanted birdies
on the band.

Over a period of time I had turned
off or unplugged all of the elec-
tronic devices in my home without
success. My 5 element yagi at 50
feet above ground had told me it
was coming from the direction of a
neighbor’s house. I was suspicious
that he might have an oscillating TV
amplifier but I needed to keep an
open mind. I finally decided to
take some action and I started out
by taking readings from BOTH of
my 6 meter antennas at the same
time. Strangely enough the read-
ings intersected near the east part
of my house. Could the antennas
be wrong? Next, I turned on 6
meters in the mobile and headed
out. The signal went away as I

pulled away from the house and never
reappeared until I returned home.

Now Bill, N6PY appeared and I told
him what I was up to. I pressed him
into service. After advising the XYL
that everything electrical in the house
would soon disappear for short peri-
ods Bill and I set out to play detec-
tive. Using my mobile setup as an
independent 6 meter receiver we lis-
tened to the signal and then Bill pulled
the main breaker. THE SIGNAL
WENT AWAY ! After restoring the
main Bill then killed one sub-breaker
at a time until the signal again went
away. Now we knew the
problem WAS within the house. The
yagi readings were correct!

With the breaker off and the signal
gone I set out to locate the
source by injecting a signal into an
unused outlet and tracing it up and
down walls, in the attic, and to every
outlet. By now I was sure the CIA
had bugs hidden everywhere. When I
finally checked that last outlet in the
back bedroom I found an innocent
looking cellular phone charger
plugged in. Heck, that couldn’t be
it.....could it ? After all, the phone
wasn’t even plugged into it. The
charger isn’t a wireless device, much
less a spurious 6 meter jamming de-
vice (or is it ?).

Well I am here to tell you that the
innocent looking charger was the cul-
prit. Just sitting there it was radiating.

I looked inside and everything
looked clean. I found a choke,
filter capacitors, and a lot of
semi-conductor components. It
looked good, nothing burned,
and....no CIA bugs. I fixed the
problem by wrapping several
turns of the input cable around a
ferrite choke I had around. No
more 6 meter interference ! Live
and learn.

If there is a moral to this story I
guess it would be: Don’t over-
look the obvious.  Also don’t
bother calling or writing the man-
ufacturer, LG. They will politely
tell you that their devices are
FCC approved and they
wouldn’t sell them if they
weren’t. They couldn’t care less
about Part 15.

Finally, my apologies to my
neighbor (who didn’t know he
was under a cloud of suspicion)
and to the CIA.

Interference Mystery Solved by Determined Amateur
by Keith Hoyt K6GXO



The Short Circuit 4

TriviaTronics
By Vern Eubanks KØLVS

Electricity - before there were
Volts

“BATTERY – n. Middle French,
1525, batterie (to beat)…An un-
lawful attack upon another person
by beating or wounding.”  That is
the ninth listed definition in the
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary
laying on my desk, but in 1748, it
would have been the first and only
listing in Ben Franklin’s equivalent
lexicon.  Ben used the term bat-
tery to describe the simple capaci-
tor he experimented with.  His
apparatus was just an array of
charged glass plates, but it stored
enough of an electrical wallop that
he associated the term with a beat-         
ing     .  In those days there were no
practical uses, and very little un-
derstanding of electricity.  Since
electricity was invisible and such a
mystery, it was entertaining to
demonstrate shocks and perform
minor tricks with pith balls or flimsy
plates in a leyden jar.  The only
source of electrical energy was
electrostatic charges from nature
such as thunderstorms, friction,
and etc.  A few electrically active
fish, such as the torpedo fish (aka
electric ray) also generated elec-
tricity,

With our knowledge today, it is
hard to fathom that not only was
their information extremely limited
in the 1700s, but much of what
was “known” was just plain

wrong.  About 1790 Biologist
Luigi Galvani noted that frog legs
hanging on a brass hook twitched
when he touched the brass hook
with his steel scalpel.  Galvani was
convinced he was observing ani-
mal electricity, which he thought to
be a fluid secreted by the brain,
and that the flow of this fluid
through the nerves activated the
muscles.  Alessandro Volta repro-
duced the experiment, but came to
the correct conclusion that the frog
tissue was only reacting to electric-
ity, not generating it.  Further re-
search by Volta resulted in his
invention of the Voltaic Pile, the
first source of sustained electric
current.  The Voltaic Pile consisted
of a stack of dissimilar metal discs,
separated by a cloth soaked in
acid.  He also noted that increasing
the number of stacked discs in-
creased the intensity of the electri-
cal shock.  Volta achieved interna-
tional acclaim for his inventions
during his lifetime, but his name
lives on even today with the basic
electrical measurement “volt”.
Alessandro Volta’s other physical
and chemical discoveries included
isolation of, and uses for, methane
gas; the notion that electrical prop-
erties were quantifiable entities; his
so-called “electric pistol” which
ignited a container of explosive gas
(locally or remotely connected by
wire), foreshadowing the internal
combustion engine and distance
telegraphy; the perpetual elec-

Alessandro Volta

trophorus, a device for generating
static electricity without continuous
rubbing, as all other electrostatic
devices of the age required; the
Eudiometer , a device for measur-
ing the “breathability’ of air con-
taining combustible gasses; and
many other discoveries that pro-
vided new insights into physical
and chemical science.  He was
awarded the equivalent of the
modern Nobel Prize, and his like-
ness appears on millions of Italian
bank notes and stamps, and as a
statue in countles Italian piazzas.

The Volta Battery
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I tried getting 911 on my cell…..
I was put on hold…..
The dispatcher did not know where
Lancaster was, so my telling her the
scene of the accident was the
intersection of 60th West and
Highway 138 West meant very little
to her as well.
She wouldn’t listen to my telling her
that LA County Fire Station 130 on
40th west was most likely the closest
unit…..
Finally a CHP unit stopped and
dispatched a unit from Station 130.
20 minutes after the first 911
call…we saw the engines rolling
towards us.

I remembered somewhat after the
fact that several wiser club members
had suggested writing down all the
local Fire department, police
department and other public service
numbers.  I’m compiling lists of
them, but I am finding that some of

(Continued from page 1)

President’s Corner...

the listed numbers end up in
answering machines.   I am hopeful
that some members of the club might
have better numbers than the ones I
am finding and be willing to share
them.  If you have better numbers
please let us know.

My congratulations to the new
Officers and board members upon
the occasion of their election.  I
didn’t get to congratulate them into
last month’s column.  I am looking
forward to next year’s programs.

Remember that this next meeting is
our annual Christmas meeting and
potluck dinner.  Bring a dish and an
appetite.  Looking forward to seeing
everyone at the next meeting,

73,
Rich N7OP

Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club 2006 Officers

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Master-At-Arms
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Trustee
Ex Officio

Eugene Humpherys
Bill Feldmann
Bob Holland
Don Jackson
Gary Mork
Dan Sherwood
Al Almeida
Bruce Mowers
Keith Hoyt
Rich Stocking

KG6SLC
N6PY
KG6DHQ
WA6KPP
WA6WFC
WA6PZK
N6JZ
N6SFV
K6GXO
N7OP

810-2549
285-7879
285-0150
948-4762
948-8317
264-1863
943-5697
942-5986
533-4025
949-1039

It is time to renew your club
membership. You can download
the membership form our web site
at www.avarc.av.org                              and mail it to
our PO box. If we renew promptly
it makes it much easier for our
treasurer to plan next year’s
activities, thanks.

I hope to see all of you at our
December potluck, and for those
of you who can’t be there, have a
merry Christmas and best wishes
for a happy new year.

73,
Dan KG6PQA

(Continued from page 1)

From the Veep...

NOVEMBER MEETING PIX

Pictures by Al Almeida N6JZ
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To  ARS               :

Amateur Radio is a National Resource FIRST CLASS                        

The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club  K6OX
Post Office Box 1011
Lancaster, CA 93584-1011

Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club 2005 Officers

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Master-At-Arms
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Trustee
Ex Officio

Rich Stocking
Dan Rowlan
Bob Holland
Don Jackson
Gary Mork
Dan Schrader
Claude Brown
Bruce Mowers
Keith Hoyt
Vern Eubanks

N7OP
KG6PQA
KG6DHQ
WA6KPP
WA6WFC
N6SLH
K7TEN
N6SFV
K6GXO
KØLVS

949-1039
944-1123
285-0150
948-4762
948-8317
946-7614
948-2672
942-5986
533-4025
822-8772


