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Meeting Notice
Thursday, June 22,  is the next

meeting of the AVARC at the Emer-
gency Operations Center (EOC) at
Lancaster City Hall, 44933 N. Fern
Ave. in Lancaster. Talk-in is available
on 146.73 MHz. if you need
directions.

This month’s meeting will feature
Jim Zimmerman N6KZ, who will
give a presentation on hf antenna
systems.  Jim’s talks are always
interesting and informative, so please
mark your calendars and join us!

From The Veep
Bill Feldmann N6PY

I hope most of you are planning to join
us in our club’s Field Day activity on
the weekend of June 24t h in the
Lancaster City Park.  We will need all
the help we can get setting up the club’s
stations in the park on the afternoon of
Friday the 23rd.  This activity is an
excellent chance of all of us to show the
general public the fun and importance
of ham radio to our community.

For many Amateur Radio operators try
to set up a new station the question is
weather to spend their resources on a
high power transmitter and amplifier or
on an efficient antenna system to put
out a good signal on the HF bands.
Over 30 years ago when I was facing
the same question I found it is far more
effective to use my resources in putting
up an efficient antenna system than
trying to buy or build a high power
amplifier.  Also it isn’t necessary to
have a top of the line transceiver
costing thousands of dollars when there
are many excellent transceivers on the
used market for only a few hundred of
dollars.  There are many excellent
choices such as a used Kenwood TS-
830 that has excellent selectivity, low
receiver noise floor and excellent 3rd

intermodulation performance.  Good
ones often show up on the used market
for just a few hundred dollars.  I’ve
owned and tested my TS-830 against
many modern much more expensive

(Continued on page 3)

President’s Corner
Eugene Humpherys KG6SLC

In my younger days I bought an
almost new 1970 Dodge Challenger
convertible from my local dealership.
It was equipped with a magnum
engine and four-speed transmission.
However, on the test drive I noticed
that it hesitated upon acceleration.
Of course the dealership touted their
brand new hi-tech diagnostic
equipment and factory trained
certified mechanics and promised to
repair this “trivial” item. Numerous
plaques and awards hanging on the
walls attesting of their competence
underscored his promise.
Nevertheless after a number of visits
back to the dealership this “trivial”
problem still persisted. I was
bemoaning this fact one day while
commiserating with a friend. He
recommended that I take it to an
individual that he knew could fix it
and gave me directions how to get
there.

The fellow lived in the country and
his yard could have been the model
for the TV series  Sanford and Son.
The collection of washers, dryers,
hot water heaters and other
discarded appliances and debris
cluttering his yard was prompting me
to reconsider. I was in the process of
turning around to leave when an old
man came out of the house and
asked if he could help me. This car

(Continued on page 2)

UNITED
WE STAND

N6KZ operating at AVARC Field Day
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 AVARC General Meeting
May 23, 2006

     The Club President called the meeting
to order at 1930hrs with 26 members pre-
sent. The Pledge of Allegiance was per-
formed. The minutes and treasurers re-
port from the last meeting were voted on
and accepted.

     Adrienne announced that the next test
secession would be on the 7th of June at
7pm and that there will not be a test
session in July.

     The topic of the night’s meeting was
Field Day, and Nelson Reuschling, who
is our Field Day director, hosted the dis-
cussion. Everyone helped to finalize
plans for Field Day which will be on the
weekend of the 24th and 25th of June, in
the north west corner of Lancaster City
Park next to the 14 freeway. We will be-
gin setting up the site on Friday after-
noon, the 23rd. Any and all help would be
greatly appreciated.

 

From The Secretary’s Desk
Submitted by

Robert Holland, KG6DHQ
Club Secretary, 2006

AVARC Board Meeting

Date: 1 June 2006
Location: Shakey’s Pizza, Lancaster
Members present,
Eugene Humpherys, KG6SLC, Club Presi-
dent
Bill Feldmann, N6PY, Vice President
Don Jackson, WA6KPP, Treasurer
Bob Holland, KG6DHQ, Secretary
Gary Mork, WA6WFC, Master-at-Arms
Al Almeida, N6JZ, Board Member
Keith Hoyt, K6GXO, Trustee
Nelson Reuschling, Field Day Coordina-
tor

     We had enough members present to
constitute a quorum when the meeting
started at 7:30. Eugene stated that every-
thing was in order with the City of Lan-
caster for our use of the park for Field

President’s Corner...
was my pride and joy and I had
serious reservations about having
this unkempt old man even touch it.
Be that as it may, he had come
highly recommended from a close
friend and I figured that if he messed
it up the dealership would just have
another shot at fixing the as of yet
unresolved problem.  I explained
the symptoms the car presented. He
opened the hood, reached into his
pocket, and pulled out a wrench
and screwdriver. I watched in
amazement as he adjusted timing,
dwell, mixture, linkage and fuel
delivery with no meters or
equipment. In only a couple of

(Continued from page 1) minutes the car ran like a top. I
asked what I owed him and he said
“Give me a dollar and we’ll call it
even”. A token payment to be sure.

I learned some important lessons
that day. Among them was that a
humble unassuming old man did
what the dealership with its long list
of accomplishments and awards
could not.

I think amateur radio has many
similarities to the above story.
Expensive hi-tech communication,
telephone and network
infrastructures are installed and
pronounced and deemed reliable by

people in positions to do so.
However, experience has shown
that this sophisticated equipment
can fail or become disabled in an
emergency. When that happens the
amateur radio operator, with their
proven experience and seemingly
humble equipment, will provide the
required and often life saving
communication links as a public
service. Our services are paid for
by a simple “Thank you” along with
the quiet knowledge that we have
been a key element in assisting
others.

73,
Eugene KG6SLC

Day. We spent about half an hour fi-
nalizing plans for Field Day.

     There were several items of good
news. An article about Ham Radio, by
Don Haley will be in the Antelope Val-
ley Press soon. Adelphia has agreed to
do a T.V. interview, and Field Day may
also be mentioned on radio station
KFXM, 96.7

     The one bad item is that Tree Line
Rally and the Sheriff’s open house will
be on the same weekend, July 15.

     The meeting ended at 8:30 with all
the Field Day problems addressed.

Submitted by
Robert K. Holland, KG6DHQ

Club Secretary, 2006
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radios and found that one in good
condition will perform with the best of
them on 160 through 10 meters.

Additionally, I’ve found a good
efficient antenna system doesn’t also
have to cost many thousands of
dollars.  I’ve done very well operating
portable in the field with inexpensive
center fed wire antennas at least ½
wave length long using a simple
surplus military pole system to get
them up 35 feet in the center for 75
through 10 meters.  I demonstrated a
40 and 75 meter wire antenna system
like this at our last Field Day.

(Continued from page 1)

From the Veep...
For a home antenna system for 20
through 10 meters a good solution
is to find a used efficient tri-band
Yagi antenna and get it up at least
30 feet above ground using an
inexpensive used antenna tower.
These antenna and tower systems
are often available for a very low
price if you are willing to arrange to
remove them from their owner’s
property.

At our June 22nd General
Membership Meeting we will be
fortunate to have Jim Zimmerman,
N6KZ, give a program on HF
antenna systems.  Jim has

constructed and rebuilt many
effective Amateur Radio Antenna
systems.  Additionally, Jim is one of
the top DX and contest operators
in our area and has constructed
many effective portable antenna
systems for DX expeditions over
the world.  So please plan to join
us at our June meeting to enjoy
Jim’s informative program.

73,
Bill N6PY
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