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Meeting Notice
Thursday, October 5, will be the

next meeting of AVARC, in the
Primrose Room of the Larry
Chimbole Center in Palmdale.  This
month we will have our annual
Anchors Away swap meet.  This is
a great opportunity for you to find a
new home for your unneeded ham
radio items, and perhaps pick up a
bargain or two, so get busy and clean
out your shack, and plan on joining us
for this fun event.

From The Veep
Bill Feldmann N6PY

I would like to thank Dan Sherwood
WA6PZK) for the great program he
gave at our September general
membership meeting on using our home
computer and software with our radio
to work the digital Amateur Radio
Modes.  This is a very exciting part of
Amateur Radio made possible by the
sound cards in the modern home
computers.  Unfortunately I was not
able to attend because of scheduling a
motorcycle and hiking trip to New
Mexico before our meeting time was
changed.

I’m writing this just prior to leaving on
my trip and hoping the weather will
cooperate and let me hike up Wheeler
Peak, the highest mountain in New
Mexico.  As you may know this
summer has had many heavy rain and
lightning storms in the area of the
Rockies where the peak is located.
When I leave New Mexico I’ll be going
north to the Denver area to visit some
vintage radio collector friends in that
area.  This is always a lot of fun getting
to see the home brew and vintage AM
radios I work on the air.  I’m taking the
digital camera to get lots of pictures.

In mid-August I drove up to the San
Francisco area and picked up a little
gasoline engine powered PE-162
supply built in the late 1940’s for the
BC-1306 radio I showed at Field Day.

(Continued on page 2)

President’s Corner
Eugene Humpherys KG6SLC

The US Department of Homeland
Security has declared September
National Preparedness Month.
ARRL Media and Public Relations
Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP, says
that according to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), families should plan on
being totally on their own for up
to four days. "That's like being back
in ancient times: no cell phone, no
Internet, no 911," he said. We, in the
Antelope Valley, know that help and
supplies will first be sent to the more
populated areas such as the Los
Angeles basin before making their
way to us. Amateur radio operators
have typically been a self-sufficient
group. It is no wonder that virtually
all initial communications from major
disaster areas originate from on site
amateur radio operators.

One of the things that make Amateur
Radio unique is our ability to
communicate with one another
anywhere in the world, even outside
of the world [space], without having
to rely on any outside infrastructure
at all. Hams can do this without even
being plugged into local electrical
power provided by wall sockets of
our homes.

As radio amateurs we take this
capability for granted, but the general
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President’s Corner...
public is far less aware of it.
Saturday, September 16, is
Amateur Radio Awareness Day.
Many organizations and groups will
feature a special event station plus
interactive presentations to
demonstrate the many facets of ham
radio. One of the goals of this day is
to create a greater awareness in the
general public of our hobby and
capabilities. Again this year, the
ARRL and Amateur Radio
Emergency Service (ARES) groups
across the US will join a coalition in
the hundreds of national, regional,
state and local organizations taking
part in Preparedness Month
activities.  Pitts further states that
local ARES groups and clubs will be
making presentations to civic
organizations, at schools and at
regional fairs to showcase Amateur
Radio. For example, last year at
Newington, Connecticut, they held
an Emergency Power Operating
Event on Amateur Radio Awareness
Day that highlighted Amateur Radio's
ability to communicate worldwide
without commercial power, the
Internet or a cellular telephone
system. They did this while operating

(Continued from page 1) from self generated power.

This September seems to be the
month to focus on emergency
preparedness and reflect on
previous disasters. This month
signifies the fifth anniversary of the
9/11 attacks on the Twin Towers at
the World Trade Center. It has also
been one year since the Katrina
disaster. If we learn but one thing
from these and other disasters it
should be that we need  to be
prepared to take care of us as well
as our loved ones. Let’s make sure
that we have food, water, extra
batteries etc. put away for such an
emergency. After all, hams love to
help and provide service to the
community but we probably will not
be much help if we are not prepared
and know that our loved ones are
safe and have at least their basic
needs met.

73,
Eugene KG6SLC

616 Lancaster Blvd.
Lancaster, CA  93534

661-949-8939

We do not        sell loans

From the Veep...

It was the one with the man powered
GN-58 generator that got us an extra
100 bonus points.  I was very
fortunate that the PE-162 was new in
its shipping box and never used.  It still
had all the military inspection tags, two
manuals, and a complete set of spare
parts.  It uses a small two-stroke
gasoline engine to turn a generator
producing 560VDC and 6VDC.  It
also has dropping resistors and
regulators for the 1.5VDC and
105VDC also required by the BC-
1306 Army field radio.  When I got it
home and after reading the manual,
checking it over, and mixing some
engine oil with a quart of gas I fired it
up.  It started on the second pull of the
starting rope and ran perfect.  I used it
that night to work some CW and AM
QSO’s on a military collectors net.  I
also plan to use it for Military Field
Day in November.  So I was very
fortunate to find this rare military
power supply.

Our next general membership meeting
will feature our yearly Anchors Away
flea market.  Traditionally we have
held this in place of a program at our
October meeting along with
nominations for next year’s officers
and board members.  This presents a
good opportunity to find that much
needed part for future Amateur Radio
projects or to turn an unneeded radio
or component into some cash or trade
it for something we need.  In the past
I’ve found many valuable items at this
event like a vintage military tube tester

(Continued from page 1)
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and numerous other parts and tubes for
my radio restoration projects.  So look
around the shack for the items you may
not still have a need for and bring them
to the October 5th meeting.

Also think of whom you would like to
run for next year’s board and offices.
But it’s always best to check with that
person before nominating them.

73,
Bill N6PY

(Continued from page 2)

From the Veep...From The Secretary’s Desk
 AVARC General Meeting

7 September 2006

This was the first meeting at our new location. The Primrose room at the
Chimbole Cultural Center is located at the far south end of the building, on
the first floor. This room is quite a bit smaller than our old location in
Lancaster. It was also quite a surprise to find out that there was a
festival/flea market in the parking lot that evening, leaving parking space at
a premium. The club still managed to gather together about 35 folks for the
meeting.

The meeting started at 7:30 as usual. The club president called the
meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was performed. The
minutes and treasurers report were read and accepted. We have
$1,573.41 in the checking and $738.00 in savings for a total of
$2,311.41. Nominations were held for club leaders, and will be held again
next month. Also next month should be our Anchors Away meeting.

The night’s guest speaker was our own Dan Sherwood, WA6PZK,
with a presentation on Digital Modes of Operation. Dan presented quite a
bit of information and probably stirred up some interest in PSK, SSTV,
and other digital modes. The meeting ended around 9:20.

Next month’s club meeting will be on the 5th of October, at 7:30, at our
new location in the Primrose room. The next board meeting will be on the
28th of September at the Palmdale Baker’s Square Restaurant.

Submitted by
Robert Holland, KG6DHQ

Club Secretary, 2006

VE Test Schedule for 2006
These are the dates for the remaining test sessions for this year.
Exams are held at the Lancaster Kumon Center, 44835 10th St.
West.  No pre-registration is required.  GLAARG sessions are
$4.00, and the ARRL session is $14.00.  For more information,
please call Adrienne WA6YEO at 264-1863, or e-mail
wa6yeo@sbcglobal.net

10/2/06 Monday    7pm              GLAARG
11/4/06 Saturday             9am              GLAARG
12/4/06 Monday    7pm              ARRL

From the Bookshelf...

If you are a fan of Heathkit, you will
enjoy Heathkit:  A Guide to the
Amateur Radio Products, Second
Edition.  Chuck Penson WA7ZZE
has written a very entertaining and
informative book on the company and
its products.  He begins with a very
detailed history of the company, which
began as the Heath Aeroplane Com-
pany around the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, and began offering an airplane in
kit form in 1926.  After World War II,
the company began selling electronics
kits, and in 1947 offered its first ham
radio transmitter.

The book also features detailed de-
scriptions of every piece of ham gear in
its catalog, complete with photos, pro-
duction dates and prices.  This book is
a must for any Heathkit collector, and
is available at Ham Radio outlet.

- DE WA6YEO
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The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club  K6OX
Post Office Box 1011
Lancaster, CA 93584-1011

Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club 2006 Officers

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Master-At-Arms
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Trustee
Ex Officio

Eugene Humpherys
Bill Feldmann
Bob Holland
Don Jackson
Gary Mork
Dan Sherwood
Al Almeida
Bruce Mowers
Keith Hoyt
Rich Stocking

KG6SLC
N6PY
KG6DHQ
WA6KPP
WA6WFC
WA6PZK
N6JZ
N6SFV
K6GXO
N7OP

265-0466
285-7879
285-0150
948-4762
948-8317
264-1863
943-5697
942-5986
533-4025
949-1039


