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From The Veep
Jon Clark N6NQ

  I hope you enjoyed the presentation
about building antennas as much as I
enjoyed bringing it to you. Antenna
design and building is one of the few
areas in amateur radio where you can
still get your head around all of the
issues involved and have a positive
result. For the most part, our radios
have become so rich with features that
they must be more complex then most
of us are ready to deal with.

I’m not saying that it’s too hard to
understand the complexities of our
modern radios. I’m just saying that
most of us don’t have time and the
resources needed to be involved in the
design and building of our own radios.
That said, there is the happy middle
ground of kit building. Elecraft, the
Northern California QRP group
(NCQRP), the New Jersey QRP
group (NJQRP), and the American
QRP group (AMQRP) are all good
sources of kits, plans and articles
about designing and building radios
and associated gear.

If radio design or kit building is too
much then antenna building is a good
outlet for your creative whims. You’ll
receive a feeling of satisfaction and
pride when you make your first
contacts on an antenna that you’ve just
put together.

 Now to coming events: The club has
been presented with the opportunity to

(Continued on page 2)

President’s Corner
Eugene Humpherys KG6SLC

Wow, this school year is almost over
and another crop of new students is
waiting to take their place in the
education system. If we can get
more young people interested in ham
radio and electronics technology, we
may help them have a better grasp of
the principles of physics while still
young. This can help them while
attending school and later in life in
understanding and solving technical
problems. The younger generation is
our future. As people interested in
the amateur radio hobby mature so
does the average age of hams in
general. This is because the hobby
does not attract the younger set as
much today as it has in the past.
While it is true that the younger
generation have other interests and
other ways to communicate it is
nevertheless true that as they
continue their education, the
enjoyment they receive from the ham
radio hobby can inspire them to
choose a productive career path.
The technical hobby is especially
important now that many school
systems no longer offer other skills
classes such as shop or other
vocational training. I would venture
to guess that ham radio has played a
role somewhere along the line in
determining which vocation was
chosen for many of us at one time or
another.

(Continued on page 2)

UNITED
WE STAND
Meeting Notice

Thursday, May 3, will be the next
meeting of AVARC, in the Primrose
Room of the Larry Chimbole Center
in Palmdale. Talk-in is available on
146.73 MHz. if you need directions.

This month’s meeting will feature
AVARC President  Eugene
Humpherys KG6SLC, who will
give a talk on emergency
preparedness .  This promises to be
a very interesting and informative
evening, so you won’t want to miss it.
See you there!
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Some hams enjoy building their
own equipment or experimental
projects. Doing so not only
provides some mechanical skills
and the ability to solder, but can
also teach one about how such
circuits work. After all one can
say, “I’m building this project and
I would like to know how the
circuit functions”. How does the
circuit operate and how does it
train those little electrons to do
whatever it is that the project is
supposed to do. Ask any ham
his/her opinion as to the content of
the questions in the pool necessary
to receive any class of amateur
radio license and you will probably
get as many opinions as people
that you ask. That being said, the
questions, on the whole, are not
only geared to prepare the licensee
as to how and where they may
operate, but also as to the basics
of understanding Ohm’s law and
how it relates to the hobby. In
general, this results in a better
understanding of radio and the
hobby.  Other benefits from our
hobby may include positive
science experiments, mathematics,
geography, foreign language, as
well as other areas not specifically
mentioned here.

Take the time to show your hobby
to younger people. Let them talk
on the air and see how computers
can assist in many aspects of
amateur radio. It just may spark an
interest, plant a seed, or blossom

(Continued from page 1) into an interest to pursue the hobby
for themselves. In some cases the
seed planted may not yield a
motivating interest until later in their life
and that is OK. Who knows, it may
be that particular demonstration in
which you included them that will
remain embedded within them for the
rest of their life.

Now, onto a different topic. Be sure
to check out the videos on the website
if you have not already done so. Great
job! I have received a lot of positive
comments regarding them.

73,
Eugene KG6SLC

tour the NASA facility at Edwards
AFB. Bill Crews, W2WHC, is the
head of security at the NASA
facility and has made the offer to
host a tour for our club. There are a
few issues to discuss before we
have the tour, so Bill will attend the
May meeting and spend ten minutes
to help us discuss those issues. The
issues I know about at this point are
listed here: 1) When should we have
the tour. Evenings and weekends
seem to be the logical choices for
those of us who work. 2) The Air
Force must know who is coming to
the base in advance. That will
require an advance signup. 3) The
Air Force or NASA requires that all
visitors be US citizens. So come
hear what Bill has to say on May 3rd

if you would like to go on this tour.

Our presentation, at the May 3rd

meeting, will be given by our
President, Eugene Humphreys,
KG6SLC. The subject will be
“Emergency Preparedness”. This is
the talk that Eugene gave to the last
Ares meeting in San Fernando
Valley. During my daily commute,
I’ve talked to a few hams that were
at that meeting. Their comments
indicated that Eugene had the right
stuff in this presentation. If you are
concerned about emergency
preparedness (even if you’re not)
there should be some good
information here for you.

73,
Jon N6NQ

(Continued from page 1)

President’s Corner... From the VEEP...

Baker to Vegas

Gary Allen K9ZMD

K6GXO and WA6KPP
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From The Secretary’s Desk
General Membership Meeting

April 5, 2007

Opening: Eugene Humpherys – KG6SLC- Flag Salute 7:30 p.m.

**Roll call was followed by a vote to accept the minutes as read (and corrected) by Secretary,
Margie Hoffman-KG6TBR.

Treasurer’s report was read by Don Jackson – WA6KPP and approved - $2072.47.  We have spent $340 for insurance. Anytime
anyone is interested in looking at the books please contact Don.

Items of Business: 

**President – Eugene Humpherys – This Saturday, ARES meeting, held at Valley Presbyterian Hospital. Anyone can attend. This
Saturday, will be a talk about emergency preparedness.

Announcements: WA6YEO was ill, so Dan Sherwood WA6PZK gave announcements:The MS Walk will be held on April 14. Dan
gave a list for sign ups and it was passed around for all that wanted to participate. The walk activities should begin about 8:30am.

The next test session will be rescheduled from May 5, to a new date to be announced tentatively for the next weekend. It will be held
at the Kumon Center.

Field Day. Anyone who has some comments, please see Chairman, Jon Clark.

Jon picked up the club antenna and also picked up another one, so we have two working towers.

Eugene announced that “It’s a Disaster” for emergency preparedness books are still for sale and we have sold all of the first case
and have received the second case. Doris stated she still wants to take a case to the poppy festival but the board did not yet
purchase the full amount.

Keith K6GXO – call sign for Swains island is:KH8S

Dx contacts. Personally, Keith has made 12 contacts. Said to use whatever you have and you may get some great contacts. He
worked 10 meters at about 2238, their signal was great.

Visalia DX Convention news. Keith has been in contact w/ the persons setting up for dry camping and has received response to
lower the rates.  And now it has been changed to $30 for one time up to 4 nights for dry camping.

Hamfest. Seaside Oregon, June 1-3

Dayton Hamvention: May 16-20 Columbus, Ohio

Meeting to get together for working on the trailer for Field Day; we need a work session to make sure the trailer is set up at Keith’s
house. The weekend of maybe June 9-10 should give us plenty of time to make sure all the equipment is working. Anyone with
questions, please contact Jon or Keith.

Jim Albright- NB6V  will be starting a Technician class on first Tuesday of May, which would be May 1st.

********* Break ******** refreshments

Eugene Humpherys – KG6SLC: Raffle – sale of tickets for the evening 50/50.

Speaker for evening presentation:

Chuck Constantine KR6C who spoke on his DXpedition to Red Rock Canyon.

Meeting adjourned: 9: p.m.
Submitted by:

Margie Hoffman KG6TBR
AVARC Secretary, 2007
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