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From The Veep
Jon Clark N6NQ

September is upon us. School has started for
my kids and maybe yours. While my kids are
somewhat unhappy to see an end to the
freedom of summer, they also look forward to
getting together with their friends at school
again.

I’m glad to see cooler days approaching. My
projects move slower in the heat of summer
and I look forward to making more progress
in the near future. I do have a new project
that I would like see move along as fast as it
can. I’m restoring a seven element tri-bander
and hope to have it up in the air this fall. I will
keep you informed about this project as it
progresses. At this point, I have both sides
of main reflector cleaned and restored. The
next step will be the two halves of the first
driven element.

I’ve been told that this antenna should be
like having an RF flame-thrower. That should
make my 100 watt signal a little more readable
in the pileups.

Speaking of antennas, I will keep my wire
dipoles going once I have the tri-bander
working. Dipoles are the easiest way to be
active on 80 and 40 meters. Beam antennas
are just not too manageable for those bands.

Just to show how easy it is to get on the air
with a 80 or 40 meter dipole, at the September
meeting, I will help willing members construct
80, 40 or 20 meter dipoles. We will test them
with an antenna analyzer and then put them
on the air. You can make you first HF contact
at the meeting. If you have never built an
antenna and/or have not made an HF contact
yet, here’s your chance. When the meeting’s
over, take your antenna home, throw it up in
a tree and start having fun on HF. I will
provide materials and equipment for building,
testing and making contacts.

We will do a little soldering to put these
antennas together. If we have any time left

(Continued on page 2)

President’s Corner
Eugene Humpherys KG6SLC

Early in 1964 Bob Dylan released a
song called  “The times They Are
A’changin’”.  This seems more
apropos today than when the phrase
was coined. As I recalled this song I
reflected on how things have changed
within the last few years. It is an
interesting world that we live in today.
We have such amazing technology
and “futuristic” devices at our beck
and call on a daily basis. For example,
years ago there was usually only a
single phone hardwired into most
households. Today, extra features,
bells and whistles abound when
making a new phone selection. So
much so that the original premise of a
phone has now been so radically
redefined that it is almost an
afterthought that it still makes phone
calls. It is now common place to
observe people walking down the
street, in the mall or grocery store
seemingly talking with themselves.
Sometimes with great amounts of
animation and gesticulation (I’m just
not sure for whose benefit since the
animation is not available to the other
party).  While still pictures on cell
phones have been around for some
time, video is now common place.
And, the resolution gets better with
each offering. Soon our “cell phone”
will be used to control a myriad of
devices and services.

The same technology evolution is also
“alive and well” and prevalent in the
amateur radio industry. My hat goes
off to the amateur radio operators of
yester year.  In the course of only a

(Continued on page 2)

UNITED
WE STAND
Meeting Notice

Thursday, September 6, will be the
next meeting of AVARC, in the
Primrose Room of the Larry
Chimbole Center in Palmdale. Talk-
in is available on 146.73 MHz. if you
need directions.

This month’s meeting will feature
our club vice president, Jon Clark
N6NQ, who will share his expertise
with us as we learn to construct
dipoles for the hf bands.This will be a
hands-on workshop, and should be a
lot of fun for all!  Please join us!

Jon Clark N6NQ
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SWAP SHOP
For Sale
Aircraft Radio R105A-ARR15
Make Offer
Other military gear available.
Butch KA6YOD
661-264-468

over, we’ll talk a little about other
soldering task. Soldering heavy wires
together, soldering wire to lugs, solder
components to circuit boards. These
tasks are not difficult. They only require a
little knowledge of the prerequisites for
achieving a good solder joint and a few
techniques for meeting those
prerequisites.

If you think about it, soldering actually
touches a few aspects of amateur radio.  If
you want to build antennas, you’ll need
to be able to solder. If you like to tinker,
you’ll need to be able to solder.  Here’s a
real interesting one to consider. You’re
into emergency comm. You get called into
the field to support an emergency
situation.  Emergency preparedness calls
for spares or backups, but you can only
carry so much in your go bag. A little
wire, solder, some strippers and a
soldering iron could make the difference
between go and no-go.

If we do not find time for the soldering, I
can bring it back at a later date.

Finally, October is the month for our
annual “Anchors Away”. So start taking
a look in your garage. Last year’s
treasures may not be treasures to you
anymore. They could be someone else’s
treasures if you bring them to “Anchors
Away”. Tell your friends and workmates.
The more stuff we have there, the more
the fun.

73,
Jon N6NQ

(Continued from page 1)

few years our choices in radio gear
have been almost as dramatic as has
been the cell phone. While today’s
radios have features that make our
hobby extremely convenient some go
well beyond what would be used even
on an occasional basis. Equipment
manufactured today is a fraction of
the size that it used to be. The
downside to this is that I do not have
that small of fingers or still have the
ability to view the associated small
display window or read the legend or
sometimes cryptic icons that identify
the buttons or knob functions. In
addition to equipment changes
connection to the internet now make
IRLP, Echolink, Winlink and other
digital options available to the amateur
radio operator. A computer with an
internet connection is rapidly
becoming not only commonplace but a
necessity in today’s ham shack.

While contemplating the contents of
this months Short Circuit article during
lunch today, I entered “amateur radio”
into a popular search engine.
Hundreds of hits were available. One
in particularly that caught my eye was

(Continued from page 1) a video of our Antelope Valley Amateur
Radio Club. During Field Day you may
recall a couple with a video camera
roaming around our Field Day site. They
have assembled a video and posted it on
the internet. It can be found at: http://         
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNpI2-                                                            
4xDWQ              or you can search for it. It is
just over six and one half minutes long
and features multiple members of our
club enjoying our hobby as well as a
variety of call sign license plates. Upon
seeing the video it really brought home
the realization that times really have
changed, technology has and is moving
on and that someday these will be
referred to as the “Good Ole Days” or
even more sobering be considered the
“olden days” by some future generation.
Reaffirming the lyrics to the song  “ As
the present now will later be past….For
the times they are a-changin’.” Pretty
scary when you think about it.

73,
Eugene KG6SLC

President’s Corner... From the VEEP...
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From The Secretary’s Desk
General Membership Meeting

August 2, 2007

Opening: Eugene Humpherys – KG6SLC-
Flag Salute - 7:30 p.m. Introductions/Roll
call , Reading last month’s minutes - Secre-
tary, Margie Hoffman-KG6TBR. Report
read, corrected and approved.

Treasurer’s report- Don Jackson-WA6KPP-
funds: $2,677.62 Report read and ap-
proved.

Items of Business:
Adrienne Sherwood-WA6YEO discussed
results of the last test session. Next session
will be August 6, 2007, 7p.m. at the Kumon
Center - GLARG $4

HAM CON: Will be September 7-9 at the
Torrance Marriott. Adrienne, WA6YEO-
gave update of last planning session and
requested all those participating as
VE’s please stay in touch with her so she
can arrange the scheduling. Our club will
run only one session at the convention on
Saturday, September 8, beginning at 7a.m.
and should be done by 1p.m. leaving plenty
of time to enjoy the activities. Noted that if
you are coming only to be a VE or applicant
there will be no need to sign up for the
convention. If you are planning to also at-
tend the convention, then you will need to
register. Deadline for rooms at convention
rate is August 14.

President – Eugene Humpherys – The
ARES meeting on Saturday, August 4, 2007
at Valley Pres Hospital would begin at 8 a.m.

Jon Clark announced the NASA Tour has
been postponed due to a freeze until the
next space shuttle is launched. We will be
rescheduling the tour in the future.

Keith K6GXO – Discussion of the ongoing
hearing regarding the City of Palmdale vs.
WB6X – Alec Zubarau. He said this is very
important that this gets resolved. The next
heating is set for August 16, 2007 at the
Palmdale City Council Chambers.

**** Break *** Refreshments *** Sale
of raffle tickets for the evening 50/50.

Speaker for evening presentation:
*** Robert Holland, KG6DHQ – on
PSK-31

Raffle: 50/50 was won by : Dan Rowlan,
KG6PQA
YAESU hat: Eugene Humpherys,
KG6SLC and Mike Rowlan, KI6IYE

Next Board Meeting: August 23, 2007 at
Bakers Square
Next General Meeting: September 6, 2007
at Larry Chimbole Cultural Center

Meeting adjourned: 9:12 p.m.

AVARC Board Meeting
August 23, 2007

Book Funds: Eugene, KG6SLC stated
that we have received confirmation that
we will be receiving compensation for
referring Henry Mayo Hospital to Fed
Health ( the publishers of the “It’s a
disaster …and what are you going to do
about it? book). The amount is $750.
Payment is only awaiting a decision as to
how we will receive these funds, either in
cash or receipt of more books for our
club to sell. We did receive one free case
of books to sell and Eugene will redesign
the label for the club advertising on the
books with our new club logo.

Membership: Eugene, KG6SLC asked
Margie, KG6TBR for an update on the
new club membership form to include the
year and date the application is submit-
ted/filled out. She was still awaiting the
new club logo to be finalized and will be
able to move forward.

City of Palmdale vs. Alec Zubarau: The
hearing of August 16 at 7 p.m was con-
tinued to September 6, 2007. This is the
same date as our next club meeting. A
historical recap of the past hearings was
given to all attendees at this board meet-
ing. The Board discussed if there would
still be a regular meeting or if members
were going to attend the hearing. It was

decided that we would hold our regular
club meeting and a few members would
go to the hearing and take radios and
advise if they feel the need to bring in
more amateurs to the hearing for addi-
tional support. Once again, this case
would affect all amateur radio operators
living within Palmdale and possible
other areas in the future.

HAM CON Sept 7-9, 2007: Torrance
Marriott. Update - Adrienne, WA6YEO.
Dan and Adrienne will attend the final
pre planning session on Sunday, Au-
gust 26.
Our club will be hosting a single VE
session which will begin at 7a.m. for set
up and end at 1p.m. The session will be
held on Saturday, September 8, at the
convention.

Club Logo: Samples of a revised color
sample club logos were presented by
Eugene, KG6SLC. He used the new logo
in the agenda for this board meeting.
Decision was made to go with yellow

background/ red writing as it has a his-
torical significance with our club and
has been approved by the board. This
will appear in all future letterhead.

Other Topics: none:

Members present: Eugene Humpherys,
KG6SLC, Jon Clark, N6NQ, Don Jack-
son, WA6KPP, Margie Hoffman,
KG6TBR, Keith Hoyt, K6GXO, Gary
Mork, WA6WFC,
Gary Barr, WA6TWT, Dan Sherwood,
WA6PZK, Adrienne Sherwood,
WA6YEO, Frank O’Dell, N6FOD, Paul
Preter, KI6DWG

Next Board Meeting: September 27,
2007 at 7:30 p.m., at Eugene’s QTH. Ad-
dress is 38852 Edgemont Drive, Palm-
dale, CA 93551

Respectfully Submitted,
Margie Hoffman KG6TBR

Secretary 2007
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Amateur Radio is a National Resource FIRST CLASS                        

The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club  K6OX
Post Office Box 1011
Lancaster, CA 93584-1011

Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club 2006 Officers

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Master-At-Arms
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Trustee
Ex Officio

Eugene Humpherys
Jon Clark
Margie Hoffman
Don Jackson
Gary Mork
Dan Sherwood
Al Almeida
Paul Preter
Keith Hoyt
Rich Stocking

KG6SLC
N6NQ
KG6TBR
WA6KPP
WA6WFC
WA6PZK
N6JZ
KI6DWG
K6GXO
N7OP

265-0466
878-0603
297-6567
948-4762
948-8317
264-1863
943-5697
947-8184
533-4025
949-1039


