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President’s Corner 

Margie Hoffman KG6TBR 

Can’t believe is it already March!  At 

our latest board meeting, we 

discussed who will be our Field Day 

chairman and came up with a few 

ideas so I have made some phone 

calls.  Lots of folks are really busy 

this year so we are still working this 

out.  We can’t do it alone and 

definitely will need some major help 

coordinating this very important 

event. As far as myself, I have 

always thought this to be the “Big 

One” for our club.  It gives us an 

opportunity to come up with some 

ideas as to what sations we will be 

using, who will act at station 

captains, who will come along and 

help on the setting up and the tearing 

down and what is in between.  Keep 

in mind that the what is in between is 

the meat of this “sandwich” and what 

we will all remember most.  We all 

have something to bring to this event 

whether it be our engineering skills, 

communication and operating skills, 

our teaching skills or even our 

cooking skills. All these areas are 

important.  We also need someone to 

man the publicity area and get us on 

the local TV stations as a way to 

announce this as a public service 

event, and the newspapers to get us 

the exposure to the public to know 

that we will be out there to 

demonstrate what it takes to build a 

station, and set up in the field and 

prepare for any event that may need 

us in the future.  Please call me to 

discuss this if you have any ideas at 

all.  I am happy to speak to anyone 

who can contribute in any way at all.  

My number is listed on the last page 

of this Short Circuit edition. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

UNITED 

WE STAND 

From The Veep 
Larry Bianchi KG1B 

Freezing and sleepless nights of interest to 

anyone? 

 

Looking ahead to April, we will have an 

opportunity to participate in the annual 

Baker to Vegas relay race (April 17th and 

18th). February's meeting featured Joy Mat-

lack KD6FJV, who is the Communications 

Director for the the event. During the pres-

entation, she enlightened us as to the enor-

mity and the difficulty of running such an 

event from a communications standpoint. 

 

Normally our club, through ARES, man 

Stage 15 which is high in the mountains. 

The runners usually go through our stage 

starting about 10 pm and continuing till 

about 5:30 am. So the volunteers are sub-

ject to very cold temperatures and a long 

sleepless night. We definitely offer a major 

service to the race as we let the runners 

know when their team is due to arrive and 

the next runner can prepare his/herself to 

continue the race. We also log the times 

for the runners who complete the stage. 

We can also relay any emergency traffic. 

 

Personally, for me, the most enjoyable part 

of volunteering is the camaraderie between 

those that participate. It seems, as aptly put 

by Joy, once a volunteer has a few months 

to recover (hi hi), they want to participate 

in the next year's race. It really is a lot of 

fun. 

 

So anyone who would like to participate, 

let us know and we will be glad to sign 

you up. And a special invitation to those 

newly licensed hams, come and put your 

new skills to the test! 

 

Speaking of new hams, we had about the 

largest VE test session that anyone can 

remember on March 5th. We had 71 appli-

cants who took their tests with a remark-

able pass percentage. Congratulations to 

those new and upgraded hams! And let's 

(Continued on page 2) 

Thursday, March 25, is the next meet-

ing of the AVARC at the Emergency 

Operations Center (EOC) at Lancaster 

City Hall, 44933 N. Fern Ave. in Lan-

caster. Talk-in is available on 146.73 

MHz. if you need directions.  

  

This month’s meeting will feature our 

own Dan Sherwood WA6PZK, who 

will be speaking on the power pole plug 

ins that most of us got during the De-

cember Xmas party. So bring either your 

rig that you wish to plug into a power 

pole or a connector that you would like 

to adapt for a power pole and come pre-

pared to learn how to crimp and make 

use of these. 

Meeting Notice 

Anderson power 

pole connectors 
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President’s Corner... 

 I spoke a little last month about 

Elmers and received some positive 

feedback from my “fans”.  I really 

appreciate the phone calls and the e-

mails in response to my articles and 

am so glad that I am able to touch 

people and give them stories that they 

can relate to in ham radio or even in 

camping it seems.  I still like the idea 

of Elmers and using them as much as 

we can in our club activities.  And 

speaking of that,  I also told you 

about my sister-in-law Bonnie 

Hoffman, who is now KF5DVC. 

Bonnie obtained her Tech license on 

11/05/09.  Well, since then, she has 

been studying really hard and on 

March 4, 2010 became a new 

General. I am so proud of her !   A 

BIG Congratulations to you Bonnie!  

I called Bonnie and she has an Elmer 

who is helping her in setting up her 

radio shack and he gave her a list of 

items that would be important in 

getting her started.  This is very 

useful, as a new ham needs a lot of 

guidance in doing so.  

 

Dan Sherwood WA6PZK and 

Adrienne Sherwood WA6YEO just 

completed classes in Technician and 

General.  Their testing session was 

held on March 6 and they had over 70 

applicants with just over 50 passing 

and getting either their new tech 

license or their General upgrade.  

They also held an elmer class on 

March 13 which is so helpful to those 

new hams.  Way to go Dan and 

Adrienne, and thanks from the 

community on being such a part in 

enabling folks to join this hobby of 

ham radio and hopefully, they too 

will find a way to incorporate it into 

their travels and other adventures. 

(Continued from page 1) 
Swap Shop 

keep the hobby going. 

 

With such an influx of new and up-

graded hams, comes the great opportu-

nity to act as an Elmer. Elmers are those 

hams that help the new hams get a good 

foundation underneath them. And to the 

new hams: Don't ever hesitate to ask 

questions no matter how small or seem-

ingly embarrassing. We have all been in 

your shoes and have had a bevy of ques-

tions that we needed answering. Also, 

don't ever be embarrassed about making 

mistakes on the frequency. Again, I 

don't think there are many mistakes that 

haven't been made by the older hams. 

 

Speaking of embarrassing mistakes, I 

can remember one of the more interest-

ing ones. My wife and I were headed to 

dinner and we had a rather interesting 

conversation for about 10 minutes of 

travel. Little did we know that when I 

had put down my mic, I hadn't fully 

released my push to talk button. Need-

less to say, I had more than one phone 

call from friends letting me know that I 

hadn't released and told me that I ought 

to. 

 

Meanwhile .. 10 minutes later .. I real-

ized what had happened, released the 

mic and my wife and I had some rather 

hilarious times while we ate dinner. 

So .. don't ever be embarrassed about 

'mistakes'. 

 

If anyone has any questions, about ham 

radio, (NOT MY CONVERSATION 

WITH MY WIFE!), don't hesitate to 

call me .. Larry Bianchi 661 538-9142. 

 

Happy Hamming!!!! 

73, 
Larry KG1B  

(Continued from page 1) 

From the VEEP... 

73, 
Margie   KG6TBR 

Rig For Sale 

Yaesu FT-757GX HF Transceiver 

Matching FP-757HD Power Supply 

Matching FC-757AT Automatic 

Antenna Tuner 

  

Everything works but radio needs 

internal battery to hold memories 

when power is turned off.  

  

Asking $250.00 

W6DAW 

Dan Warren 

661-949-6614 

HT For Sale 
 

Yaesu 2mt hand held.  FT-250R/E 

New in the Box 

$100.00 OBO 

WA6TWT, 661-946-2717 

KE6KIS Estate Sale 

 

Numerous amateur radio transceiv-

ers, tools, test equipment, and con-

nectors from the estate of “Mack” 

McLain, KE6KIS.  Please view this 

collection at the following website: 

 

                    http://

www.ctdecorating.com/radios.aspx 

 

Please check this site periodically 

over the next several months as 

more equipment will be added, in-

cluding antennas. 

 

All radio gear reported to be in ex-

cellent condition with manuals and 

original boxes.  If interested in any 

of these items, please email Debi 

McLain with a reasonable offer 

at:  d.a.mclain@verizon.net 

http://www.ctdecorating.com/radios.aspx
http://www.ctdecorating.com/radios.aspx
d.a.mclain@verizon.net
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Keith – Bring a stack of membership 

forms to bring to the big test ses-

sion.  Margie – Will offer new applicants 

a membership for $20, (regular), and $15 

but with free badge when they join.  No 

pressure to collect this today.  In 

short:  Folks at test session will get a free 

badge.  Motion – Jon,  Seconded by 

Larry.  Passed.   Final logistics of the 

process were discussed. 

Margie: LA Council of Amateur Radio 

Clubs – Margie to email the council of 

any special events held locally.  Send the 

Council a copy of the Short Cir-

cuit.  Council suggests a hamfest sched-

uled on our area, (as Arizona 

does).  Hamcon coming up in 

2011.  AVARC will be in-

volved.  Probably will be at the Marriott 

in Torrance, like the last time. Try to push 

the convention. 

San Diego – Sept. 17, 18, 19 of this 

year.  SANDARC.ORG web site has the 

info. 

Gary Barr: Last meeting, 6 renewal and 

one new member at the last meet-

ing.  Club has 97 members. 

Margie: Question about net operation, and 

reading the net script.  Eliminate non-

active appointed positions from net script 

as they don’t check in. 

Keith:  M2  open house on March 

20.  Possibly the last one due to economic 

conditions.  Dayton – May 14 and 15. 

Larry and Dan: Discussion of activities to 

further the Elmer class.   Remembrances 

of the Club’s T-hunt days were discussed. 

Adjourned: 0847  

 

Respectively Submitted,  

Dan Sherwood WA6PZK 

Secretary 2010 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
AVARC General Meeting   

2/25/2010 

 

Meeting called to order by Margie Hoff-

man at:  07:34 

Flag Salute 

Member introductions 

Minutes – Approved 

Don Jackson: Treasurer - $3356.96 bal-

ance in bank.  Check analysis fee re-

versed by Don and the bank. 

Okd Business:  Keith – no report on 

equipment review yet.  Pre FD equip-

ment checkout session scheduled in 

May. 

Margie – AR Newsline contribution still 

being looked into. 

Adrienne – Announcement of VE ses-

sion March 6, at LDS Church on Ave. K 

and 35th West.  General class being 

taught by WA6PZK.  68 people regis-

tered in Tech class, and 30 registered in 

General class.  VE Session scheduled at 

11:30 March 6.  GLAARG - 

$4.00.  Session open to all.  Advised to 

check venue before coming.  All 

GLAARG examiners encouraged to 

help as session is BIG.  Adrienne ad-

vised technician question pool July 

1.  No tech class before then. 

Elmer session to be scheduled March 

13.  Probably 8-11 AM.  Presenters wel-

come. 

Don Jackson – Last donation 2/5/2009 

to Newsline. 

Margie: May 21 – Antenna party that 

weekend at Ron’s Ranch to check out 

antennas.  Open house for the entire 

weekend. 

Pat N6RMJ:  M2 Antenna open house 

March 20.  8:00 AM to noon.  Conflicts 

with big CERT drill. 

Larry – KG1B intro to Joy Matlack, 

KD6FJY to talk about the LA Council 

of Amateur Radio Clubs.  Presentation 

on LACARC followed. 

Joy pointed up the need for Club unity 

and participation in LACARC in the 

face of antenna regulations and other 

issues facing Amateur Radio today in 

the region. 

Break at 8:00PM. 

Larry introduced Joy Matlack KD6FJV 

and Rich Whited KG6JKJ present on the 

subject of Baker to Vegas – April 17 and 

18. 

Announcement – Margie:  Board meeting 

next Thurs. 

Raffle:  Gary Mork 50/50 prize 

$19.00  Frank N6FOD 

Adjourned 09:07PM 

 

AVARC Board Meeting 

3/4/2010 
    

In Attendance: Larry, Gary Barr, Gary 

Mork, Margie, Keith, Dan (PZK), Don, 

Jon. 

  

Called to order at 07:15 PM by Margie 

Hoffman. 

Keith: No status on equipment inven-

tory.  We need to go through trailer. 

Keith: Suggest April 24 or May 1 for 

trailer work party.  Tentative April 24 at 

8:00 AM. 

Field Day: Margie discussed getting a 

chairperson to step forward and begin 

getting team member assignments. 

Baker to Vegas: Eugene will manage 

Stage 15.  Dan, Adrienne, Don, 

Margie.  Need more people!  Not enough 

people.  Keith suggests to have Joy leap-

frog people from earlier stages.  For 

WA6PZK – mention Baker to Vegas to 

the new hams at the Saturday Test Ses-

sion.  Have Adrienne do a possible list of 

upcoming events in the Short Cir-

cuit.  Margie – perhaps demos of skills at 

Field Day, (mini-clinics on various top-

ics). 

Gary Barr – Mr. Foster, (KE6DEH), has a 

family of Boy Scouts, (were at field day), 

who should be approached to join the 

Club and work field day. 
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March VE Testing “Megasession” Held on March 6, 2010 

Anyone who thought Amateur Radio was in decline, might take pause to look at what recently transpired as 

being the largest VE session ever conducted in the Antelope Valley.  The session was held Saturday, March 

6, at the LDS Stake Center in West Lancaster, culminating a four-week Technician and General class license 

review course, taught by Adrienne, WA6YEO, and myself.  At the end of the day we had processed 72 appli-

cations, including 50 Technician elements, 22 General elements, one Extra, and one license renewal.  We 

ended up with 37 new Techs, 14 General upgrades, and one brand new General.  This session exceeded the 

59-applicant session we had last September.  Save for a few paperwork glitches, all want reasonably 

smooth.  With the assistance of Jim Albright, NB6V, the VE package was hand-delivered to the GLAARG 

VEC the following Monday, with callsigns showing up in the FCC database by Tuesday.  R.C. “Smitty” 

Smith’s speed, along with GLAARG’s low testing fee were appreciated by all, and especially by Adrienne 

and I, since contrary to some opinions in the region, we have never made one dime for either instructing or 

examining.  It’s been a labor of love, since 1984! 

 

The work is just beginning.  We did an “Elmer” class for the benefit of the new licensees the following Sat-

urday.  It’s up to everyone, however, to mentor these new folks on.  One session is never enough. 

 

I have to give special thanks to Debbie Kent, who headed up the organization of the classes and exam ses-

sion.  I also need to thank the following VE’s and helpers: 

 

EXAMINER IN CHARGE: 
ADRIENNE SHERWOOD  WA6YEO 
 

VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS: 

DAN SHERWOOD  WA6PZK 

KEITH HOYT  K6GXO 

JOHN BERGER  KN6VL 

DAN ROWLAN KG6PQA 

JON CLARK  N6NQ 

DON JACKSON  K6GET 

FRANK O'DELL  N6FOD 

EUGENE HUMPHERYS KG6SLC 

LARRY BIANCHI  AF6GF 

BILL RICHARDS  KU6N 

CAROL HUMPHERYS  AF6OV 

MARGIE HOFFMAN  KG6TBR 

 

NON-VE HELPERS: 

BEVERLY ROWLAN 

KATHLEEN BECK  KI6PRH 

DEBBIE KENT  KJ6CJB 

 

73, 

 

Dan Sherwood WA6PZK 

A view of the “Megasession” held at at the West Lancaster Stake  

Center earlier this month.  That’s Carol AF6OV in the foreground. 
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L a k e  L o s  A n g e l e s 
D i s a s t e r  P r e p a r e d n e s s E x p o 
What will you do when the “big one” hits? Will you and 
your family be prepared? Find out how to prepare for 
any emergency. Learn about water storage, three-day 
flight packs, homemade showers, emergency toilets, animal 
safety, sample food storage and recipes, and more. 
Everything is FREE and there will be something for everyone 
including activities for the children. So, bring your 
entire family and your friends! 
Highlights 

Classes & Displays 

HAM Radio Outdoor Station 

LASD Motor Sports Racecar 

Fire Dept. Earthquake Simulator 

Blood Drive Sign-up Table 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
Lake Los Angeles Ward 
41535 170th Street East 
Lancaster, CA 93535 
Steve Steadman 
Phone: 661-264-3495 
E-mail: stevenasteadman@hotmail.com 

Prepare for the worst, 
Plan for the best. 
The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints 
Lake Los Angeles Ward 
Date: Saturday, April 10, 2010 
Time: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
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Place 

Postage 

Here 

To  ARS: 

Amateur Radio is a National Resource FIRST CLASS 

The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club  K6OX 

Post Office Box 1011 

Lancaster, CA 93584-1011 

Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club 2010 Officers 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Master-At-Arms 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Trustee 

Ex Officio 

Margie Hoffman 

Larry Bianchi  

Dan Sherwood 

Don Jackson 

Gary Mork 

Dan Rowlan 

Carol Humpherys 

Keith Hoyt 

Jon Clark 

KG6TBR 

KG1B 

WA6PZK 

K6GET 

WA6WFC 

KG6PQA 

AF6OV 

K6GXO 

N6NQ 

297-6567 

538-9142 

264-1863 

948-4762 

948-8317 

944-1123 

722-4616 

533-4025 
661-305-6969 

    

 


