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President’s Corner 

Carol Humpherys AF6OV 

Today I was pondering the history of Morse 

code, specifically the history of the 

international distress signal SOS.  

What does SOS stand for? In popular usage, 

SOS is associated with such phrases as 

"Save Our Ship", "Save Our Souls" or even 

"Send Out Succor". Is SOS an abbreviation 

of these phrases? No, it is not!  

SOS was first adopted as a distress signal by 

the German government in 1905. It was 

described as a ‘continuous Morse code 

equivalent of three dits, three dahs, and 

three dits’. Although no letters were initially 

assigned, it quickly became known as SOS. 

Other letters VTB, IJS, VGI, and SMB, 

would produce exactly the same sound, but 

SOS was chosen to describe the 

combination.  (In American Morse code 

three dahs stood for the letter five, so in 

some cases it was also known as S5S.) 

 

SOS was not the first maritime distress call: 

In 1904 the Marconi Company suggested 

the use of the CQD as the distress signal. 

The characters CQ represented a general 

call to operators, thus CQD meant “All 

Stations Distress”.  (Some individuals, 

however, later interpreted CQD to mean 

“Come Quick Danger”.) 

In 1906 at the Berlin Radiotelegraphic 

Conference the subject of a distress signal 

was again addressed and put to rest. After 

considerable discussion, SOS not CDQ was 

adopted as the international standard. The 

thinking was that three dots, three dashes 

and three dots could not be 

misinterpreted.  It was to be sent together as 

one string. In modern terminology, SOS is a 

Morse procedural signal, and the formal 

way to write it is with a bar above the letters 

SOS. 

The first recorded American use of SOS 

was in 1909. Wireless operator T. D. 

Haubner of the SS Arapahoe radioed for 

help when his ship was damaged near 

Diamond Shoals, sometimes called the 

"Graveyard of the Atlantic”. A few months 

(Continued on page 4) 

From The Veep 
Eugene Humpherys KG6SLC 

WOW! An interesting presentation oc-

curred in Tehachapi on March 10th 

hosted by the Southern Sierra Amateur 

Radio Society that Paul KD6SMC, Carol 

AF6OV, and I KG6SLC attended.  

 

OK, I’ll be the first to admit that the title 

“Propagation using the X-band” did not 

sound all that interesting or appealing. 

For starters, how many of us use (much 

less think about) the 10/GHz to10.5/GHz 

3-centimeter band (X-band) at all or care 

how it propagates. However, it turned out 

that the presentation did not really pertain 

to the X-band, as such, at all! Let me 

elaborate…the wavelength of HF fre-

quencies is such that they are extremely 

large. For example 80 meters has a wave-

length around 260/feet and a ¼ wave-

length at that frequency is only a “mere 

65/feet”. Lower frequencies make it vir-

tually impossible to “see” how wave-

lengths react to different antenna types or 

under different conditions. Big wave-

lengths require big antennas. This is 

where the X-Band comes in. The wave-

length of X-band (the 3-centimeter band) 

is roughly one and one eighth of an inch. 

With a wavelength this small experi-

ments can easily be scaled to the point 

that propagation at this frequency can be 

illustrated in a “classroom” environment 

so that we can visualize such things as 

take off angles and how radio waves re-

act. We can then apply those principles to 

better understand HF. Needless to say, I 

was impressed. 

 

The presenter, Steve Noll WA6EJO, had 

assembled a transmitter and receiver for 

this band. Each the size of a children’s 

lunch box. He explained that there is a 

plethora of surplus items for this band 

readily available to the experimenter. 

Basing his radios around a small gun 

diode he constructed his transmitter and 

(Continued on page 4) 

Meeting Notice 

http://www.avarc.club 

Thursday, March   24, is the next 

meeting of the AVARC at Jane Rey-

nolds Park, 716 West Oldfield Street, 

in Lancaster.  Talk-in is available on 

the Hauser Repeater (146.73 MHz. 

PL 100) if you need direc-

tions. Eyeball QSO starts at 7 pm, and 

the meeting starts at 7:30. 

 

The new phone number for the club is 

(661) 265-6131.  

 

At this month’s meeting, retired Lt 

Col Chris Abramson will lend his 

experience and expertise as he talks 

about  Electronic Warfare today.  

Chris served 22 years in the Air 

Force, primarily as a weapons sys-

tems officer on the B-1B.  He at-

tended electronic warfare training at 

NAS Corry Station, senior electronic 

warfare coordinator training at 

Randolph AFB, graduated from the 

USAF Weapons School and com-

manded the 53 Electronic Warfare 

Group detachment at Nellis AFB.  

This should be a fascinating presenta-

tion, so be sure to mark your calen-

dars and join us! 

Lt Col Chris Abramson 
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From the Secretary’s Desk 
AVARC General Meeting 

February 25, 2016 
                                                                               

Opening: Carol Humpherys AF6OV Presi-

dent 

7:30 pm call to order followed by flag sa-

lute and introductions. 

Welcome to members from the Southern 

Sierra Amateur Radio club in Tehachapi 

 

Minutes from last meeting: Taken by Dan 

Sherwood W6DAS. Corrections? 2 correc-

tions. Motion to approve as printed in 

Short Circuit made by Margie KG6TBR, 

seconded by Frank N6FOD  Approved? 

Yes 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Gary Barr WZ6TWT: 

Balance $5,310.61 (Inc cash $113.00)  

Matt Stewart K6MES and Paul L’Heureux 

KD6SMC conducting the financial audit as 

per the bylaws. Status: Matt is drafting the 

report of the audit. 

Non-profit status: Update –per Matt, put-

ting together the 1120 form and getting 

reading to send the fee. 

Board member US Bank signature card 

change made successfully on February 7. 

 

Membership Report: Gary Barr 

WA6TWT: Members # 106  ARRL mem-

bers 74.53%, 

Members present tonight 44. 

 

LAACRC Report: Margie Hoffman 

KG6TBR:  Visitation of other clubs by 

members and officers is a good endeavor.  

Focus on growing the Clubs throughout 

the region.   

Club Net Manager Report: Margie Hoff-

man KG6TBR: Net attendance has in-

creased this year!  We still need more NCS 

operators, March 30, April 6, 13, and 20 

are open. 

 

Old Business: 

 

New meeting location - a top priority.  

Considering meeting at the First Christian 

Church, 1702 E. Ave J across from Wal-

Mart in April. Meeting cost: #20 for the 

VE room, $50 for the chapel.  Discussion:  

Jim NB6V.  Motion to use the chapel: 

Brian N6CVO, moved, John Berger KN6VL 

seconded.  Approved. 

Vice President Report: Eugene Humpherys 

KG6SLC: Reviewed upcoming meeting 

speakers/presentation topics.  Steve Knoll – 

X-band propagation.  Tehachapi club up-

coming.  March meeting topic: Electronic 

Warfare, (Chris Abramson).  Future topics – 

EMP, communications satellites, aircraft 

navcom, etc.  Many cool subjects. 

Southern Sierra Amateur Radio club in Te-

hachapi: Club participating in ARRL’s 2016 

‘National Parks on the Air’ once a month or 

once per quarter. First venue: Caesar Chavez 

National Monument – end of March.  

AVARC club members invited to partici-

pate.  

 

New business: 

Show & Tell:  Matt found an old photo al-

bum of Club activities. 

Len, WB6FWH donated a Kenwood VHF 

rig to the Club. 

Keith K6GXO: Received an SWL card from 

Russia for a 160 meter QSO which is not 

common. 

Tonga is on the air. (DX). 

Adrienne:  Next test session Monday March 

14.  ARRL.  $15.00 fee. 

DSTAR – Dan W6DAS there are $149 Icom 

radios for sale by HRO. 

Brian: Acton club doing a class.   

Break –  

 

Club program:   Dick W6SLZ and members 

of the Tehachapi ARC – Field Day in the 

Yukon YV1USA. 

 

Eugene presented the speakers with a certifi-

cate of appreciation 

 

Announcements:. 

Jim WA6SLJ is selling new and used radio 

equipment from a silent key. Please contact 

him at klosterhom@aol.com if you are inter-

ested.  

Next Board Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 

March 1, at the Humpherys QTH, Arrive at 

6 pm for dinner.  The meeting begins at 7:00 

pm and should end by 8:30 pm. The meeting 

is open to all AVARC members. 

Reminder: Adrienne Sherwood WA6YEO 

needs the next Short Circuit articles or any 

other submissions by Sunday night, March 

14  Please submit them directly to Adrienne 

at wa6yeo@sbcglobal.net 

 

50/50 drawing won by KK6VKB for $21.00 

Meeting adjourned at 8:57 PM. 

 

AVARC Board Meeting  

March 1, 2016 

 
Board Meeting – Minutes – Tuesday, March 

1, 2016 

Opening:  

Call to order by Carol Humpherys AF6OV 

at 6:50 pm  

Minutes from last board meeting: Secretary 

Dan Sherwood W6DAS. Any corrections?  

Motion to approve as printed in Short Cir-

cuit Made by:  Eugene. Seconded by:  Gary 

Mork Approved?  Y 

Thank you to Gary Barr WA6TWT for host-

ing the meeting last month! 

Treasurer’s report: Gary Barr WA6TWT  - 

Checking $5,212.61,  cash  $184.00 &  total 

$5,396.61  

Membership Report: Gary Barr WA6TWT 

Membership 85.  Gary will investigate who 

dropped out. 

Funds from the monthly drawing:  Margie 

had picked them up last time, Carol will take 

it over going forward.  President will man-

age holiday potluck funding and prize pur-

chases. 

Treasurer’s audit status: Matt  - not present. 

Non-profit status: Matt – not present. 

Members present tonight: Carol Humpherys 

AF6OV, Eugene Humpherys KG6SLC, 

Gary Mork WA6WFC, Margie Hoffman 

KG6TBR, Dan Sherwood W6DAS, Paul 

L'Heureux KD6SMC 

 

Goals/Vision:  

Provide enriching amateur radio activi-

ties, experiences and opportunities.  

Be an AVARC ambassador to other clubs 

and the community.  

Increase meeting and net participation. 

 

Old Business: 
General meeting venue:  Dan Sherwood: 

Status of meeting at the First Christian 

Church in April. (Address 1702 E. Ave J – 

Across from Wal-Mart.) Discuss set- up. 

Other meeting options? None yet.  Final 
(Continued on page 3) 
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approval for use of sanctuary pending 

AVFCC board meeting March 6. 

VP’s report: Eugene Humpherys 

KG6SLC.  Excellent speaker in Febru-

ary (Meeting Attendance?) March 

speaker - Electronic War Fare.   Pro-

mote on Net. Other? Future program 

schedule. T-Hunting  - straw man 

schedule? Field Day discussion sched-

ule? Suggestions for recruiting people 

for things like picking up tables, cook-

ing dinner, bringing BBQ. 

Paul already got the park permit for 

2016, paperwork has been handled. 

Dan will check Club Facebook page for 

content and using it for FD special 

points. 

Press publicity needed – City, Media, 

Cable.  Paul will contact the Hosmans 

to see if they are able to do it. 

Danny White – expert on T-hunts?  Try 

to contact.  T-hunt group in the AV?  

Program on T-hunting during June 

meeting.  Project to build antennas to 

do T-hunting.  Attenuators? 

Southern California Transmitter Hunts 

– www.west.net.  Google the address. 

Club contact cards:  Eugene showed 

proofs of some cards. 

Patches:  Paul need a copy of the Club 

l o g o  s e n t  t o  h i m . 

<kd6smc@yahoo.com> 

Club partnerships:  

Southern Sierra (Tehachapi) – 

Thank you note for speaking 

last month.  (Dan will do given 

contact information by Carol).  

Attend their club meeting, 

Thursday, March 10th? Pro-

mote on the net? National 

parks on the Air? 

Acton club: Tech class: In-

clude a blurb in the Short Cir-

cuit. (Brian or Carol to draft?) 

VE session date – Meeting 

schedule? 

Visits to other clubs?  

San Fernando Valley, 3rd Fri-

day Monthly at 7:30 PM in the 

Penthouse Northridge Hospital 

Medical Center – Margie will 

go April 15. 

Santa Clarita ARC – 3rd Wed, 

7 pm, March 16, 22900 Market 

(Continued from page 2) 

Secretary’s Desk… 
St., Santa Clarita Valley Senior 

Center, Santa Clarita, CA 

California City - 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at 7:00 PM, Cal 

City Senior Center, Central Park 

– Paul and Eugene may be able 

to go on April 20th. 

Pasadena – 4th Tuesday, 7 pm, 

4th Tuesday Monthly at 7 PM  

Kaiser Permanente Bldg - Los 

Robles at Walnut in Pasadena  

Simi Settlers - 2nd Thurs 

Monthly 7:00 PM  Simi Valley 

Senior Center, 3900 Avenida 

Simi, Simi Valley, CA  

Council of Clubs report: Margie Hoffman 

KG6TBR – next meeting April 2, (meets 

every even month). 

 

Weekly Club Net: Margie updated the 

schedule and script. Status of participa-

tion metrics? Goal: increase participa-

tion this year.  

Need NCS operators for March.  Jon may 

be able to do 3/30.  March OK.  Margie 

needs all of April slots filled. 

 

Membership cards:  Carol 

Ham Classes:  Acton / Agua Dulce 

classes – Margie will send info for Short 

Circuit publishing. 

B2V – March 19 

 

New Business:  
Short Circuit – Ham from Oregon really 

liked the Short Circuit.  Paul will send 

some articles to the Short circuit.  Adri-

enne to be sure articles received. 

Donated equipment – develop a standard-

ized process to receive and dispose of 

donated equipment.  Going forward – club 

officers should act of representative of the 

Club.  Incoming equipment needs to be 

tracked and valued and figures sent to 

Matt for the purpose of financial state-

ments.  Equipment may be used to help 

out new hams unable to afford state of the 

art equipment. 

Other: 

Margie – web site needs upgrading.  Brian 

Hoffman offered to help upgrade and re-

design .  Motion by Eugene to upgrade, 

seconded by Dan – approved.  Brian Hoff-

man will collaborate with Dan to get the 

upgrade done. 

Net: promote the topic electronic warfare 

for the upcoming meeting. 

Paul suggested sending out postcards to 

hams about field day. 

 

Announcements:  

Next VE Session date 3/14/16,  First 

Christian Church. Address 1702 E. Ave J 

– Across from Wal-Mart. Session is  

ARRL with a  $15.00 fee. 

Next Club Meeting: Thursday, March 24th 

Next Board Meeting, Thursday, April 7th 

location?  

Arrive at 6 pm for dinner.  The meeting 

begins at 7:00 pm and should end by 8:30 

pm. The meeting is open to all AVARC 

members.  Location Texas Cattle Com-

pany.  Carol will reserve for 6:00PM 

 

 

Short Circuit Articles Due Sunday, March 

13.  (Other articles welcome!!) 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:31 PM. 

 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THIS 

CLUB A SUCCESS!! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dan Sherwood W6DAS 

AVARC Secretary 2016 
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later, the SS Arapahoe received an SOS 

distress call from the SS Iroquois. Radio 

Officer Haubner therefore has the 

distinction of being involved in the first 

two incidents of the use of SOS in 

America, the first as the sender and the 

second as the receiver. The U.S. did not 

officially adopt SOS until 1912, being 

slow to adopt international wireless 

standards. (During the 1912 sinking of 

the Titanic, the ship's radio operators 

intermixed CQD and SOS distress calls. 

It’s also interesting to note that Marconi 

was waiting in New York to return home 

to England on the Titanic.) 

SOS remained the maritime radio distress 

signal for over 90 years until 1999, when 

the Global Maritime Distress and Safety 

System replaced it. Even so, SOS has 

remained a visual distress signal. Its 

beauty is that whether read right side up 

or upside down, as carved in sand at the 

beach, the meaning of SOS is still clear: 

Visual and auditory symmetry. Who 

knew?  

          …---… 

(Continued from page 1) 

President’s Corner... 

receiver in such a way that changing out 

the antenna on either was as simple as re-

moving a clip, replacing the antenna with a 

different type, then reinstalling the clip. To 

add to the illustration the receiver would 

emit a sound that would vary with signal 

strength i.e. a stronger signal would result 

in a louder sound. To further illustrate sig-

nal strength he connected a vertical light 

bar, using the same concept as a VU meter, 

that would only illuminate a couple of 

lights with a low signal and would illumi-

nate more lights as the signal became 

stronger. This allowed a great visual as to 

the effect of signal strength being transmit-

ted/received. 

 

He began his demonstration with a dipole. 

We could visually “see” how the signal 

reacted at different angles and distances 

between the transmitter and the receiver. It 

was as if we were able to actually see what 

the polar plots show at different angles and 

elevations. He then did similar illustrations 

using different antennas including a Yagi-

Uda, loop, spiral, right circular polariza-

tion, left circular polarization, dish, long 

wire, reflector, and even the Amos antenna. 

It was easy to observe antenna directivity, 

as the signal strength would vary as the 

(Continued from page 1) 

From the VEEP... 

receiver (or transmitter) was moved 

above, below, to the sides, and/or ori-

ented in different directions.  It was re-

markable to see how vertical and hori-

zontal polarity really affected the signal 

simply by tilting either the transmitter or 

receiver. We were all astonished as we 

witnessed him demonstrate signal 

bounce, knife-edge over a “mountain” 

and most amazing was tropical ducting, 

all within the confines of this 

“classroom” environment.  

 

What I thought was the most attention-

grabbing, though, was to visually see 

how NVIS (Near Vertical Incident Sky 

wave) behaves. With an array of sensors 

creating an arc (from horizon to horizon) 

above the transmitting antenna, it was 

easy to see the takeoff waves react, 

change take off angle and strength as the 

antenna distance to the “ground” was 

varied. It was as if we could see the pat-

terns shown in the polar plots actually 

come to 

Just a few words to remind everyone that 

Field Day is approaching.  Yes, it’s still 3 

months away, but we are already in the 

planning stages and  I thought the 

membership should know where we are 

and where we’re going.  So far, we have 

gotten the go ahead to use Tierra Bonita 

Park again like we did last year.  We also 

have the K6A call sign for the GOTA  

(get on the air) station.  There are some 

things that we will need help with this 

year.  We will need someone with a full 

size truck to pick up the tables and chairs 

from the rental place.  It will be about 8 

tables and 25 chairs. I’ll make the 

arrangements, we just need one or two 

people to pick them up.  We will also 

need someone to help with the bbq on 

Sat. night.  I have a grill, but if I bring it, I 

have to make two trips to the park and 

back to take the grill and my equipment.  

If someone else can bring a grill, I’ll pick 

up the food.  As you can see,  I’m trying 

to spread the load around.  There are a 

few other jobs that need to be done,  but 

I’ll ask for volunteers  as we get nearer to 

the event.  One thing I want to do is 

encourage anyone who has never been to 

a Field Day to come out and get involved.  

If you come out on Friday afternoon 

during set-up, you will learn how to set 

up antennas and see some of the equip-

ment involved in an amateur radio station.  

Also, for all of you new hams or Techni-

cians who have never gotten on the HF 

bands,  the GOTA station is for you.  If 

you are a bit shy and don’t  know what 

to say, we have a short script written 

down for you.  I really encourage new 

hams to try this.  As much fun as talking 

on the 2 meter repeater is,  there is so 

much more to ham radio.  Field Day is 

the biggest amateur  radio event  in 

North America.   It’s also an emergency 

communications event.  All of our 

stations  will be powered by generators, 

solar or batteries.  If you are reading this 

newsletter on the club website, and you 

are not a ham or club member,  please 

come by and visit.  If you are a club 

member ,  please come and participate.  

It will make your  club experience  more 

enjoyable.   Till next month,  73’s.   

Paul  KD6SMC 

Field Day Report  
by Paul L’Heureux KD6SMC 
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Swap Shop 
  FOR SALE 

ICOM IC-2720H (dual band) - New in Box $300.00 

MX-72D Duplexer - New in Box $45.00 

 Contact Frank Fedor N6SRZ 661-733-0789 

  

The regular exam location is the First Christian Church of the Antelope Valley. 

1702 East Ave. J., Lancaster, CA (Across the street from the Eastside Wall Mart). 

Please enter parking lot off the end of the cul-de-sac 17th Street East, enter the classroom annex, and 

look for the "FCC Exams" sign outside the correct classroom. Monday Nights: Please do not disturb the 

A.A. group or other groups that may be using the facilities. 

Dates/times may be subject to change. 

4/9/2016 Saturday 9am. GLAARG 

5/2/2016 Monday 7pm. GLAARG 

6/4/2016 Saturday 9am. ARRL 

7/11/2016 Monday 7pm. GLAARG 

8/6/2016 Saturday 9am. GLAARG 

9/12/2016 Monday 7pm. ARRL 

10/1/2016 Saturday 9am. GLAARG 

11/7/2016 Monday 7pm. GLAARG 

12/3/2016 Saturday 9am. ARRL 
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Place 

Postage 

Here 

To  ARS: 

Amateur Radio is a National Resource FIRST CLASS 

The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club  K6OX 

Post Office Box 1011 

Lancaster, CA 93584-1011 

AVARC board meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month.  All mem-

bers are welcome to attend, although they should let the president or another offi-

cer know that they are planning to attend, as the meetings usually include a pot-

luck dinner at the home of one of the officers.   

 

The club net is on Wednesdays at 8:00, on the Hauser repeater (146.73 MHz PL 

100).  The net includes Amateur Radio Newsline, and all members and guests are 

invited to check in. 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Master-At-Arms 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Trustee 

Ex Officio 

Carol Humpherys 

Eugene Humpherys 

Dan Sherwood 

Gary Barr 

Gary Mork 

Matt Stewart 

Dick Miller 

Keith Hoyt 

Margie Hoffman 

AF6OV 

AF6OV 

W6DAS 

WA6TWT 

WA6WFC 

K6MES 

KJ6W 

K6GXO 

KG6TBR 

722-4616 

722-4616 

264-1863 

946-2717 

948-8317 

264-4629 

285-3333 

533-4025 

297-6567 

    

Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club 2016 Officers 


