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President’s Corner 

Carol Humpherys AF6OV 

Do you know when your FCC license 

expires? Do you know how to renew? 

 

When Gary Barr WA6TWT distributes the 

Short Circuit newsletter to members of the 

AVARC, you are greeted by name, by call 

sign, and with a note on when your license 

expires. ‘RENEWAL IS NEEDED’ appears 

in capital letters if your expiration date is 

near. Since February 2016, I’ve been 

receiving this gentle monthly reminder that 

my license for AF6OV would expire on 

May 9, 2016. Did I renew right away? 

Nope, I waited until the last minute, until it 

was almost too late from my perspective to 

accomplish the task! 

 

FCC regulations state that amateur 

operators may renew their licenses online 

on-line 90 days or less before the license 

expires. After expiration, there is a 2-year 

grace period in which one may still renew. 

Licenses that have been expired for more 

than two years are not eligible for renewal 

or reinstatement.  

 

Possessing an active amateur radio license 

is a requirement to be an officer of the 

Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club. All 

are welcome to join AVARC, but to serve 

as an officer one must be a full member 

with an active license. So, if my license 

expired, I would no longer be eligible to 

write this monthly column as your 

President. 

 

On May 5, at the AVARC board meeting, I 

realized the expiration date was just 4 days 

away. After some good-hearted discussion, 

a bit of light ribbing from other board 

members, and with help from Adrienne 

Sherwood WA6YEO our VEC, my license 

was successfully renewed the on May 6. 

(Thank you Gary and Adrienne!) 

Last November, Mark Krotz N7MK of 

Mesa Arizona, asked the FCC to revise its 

rules to grant Amateur Radio licenses for 

(Continued on page 4) 

From The Veep 
Eugene Humpherys KG6SLC 

Recently Carol AF6OV and I, KG6SLC, 

received a call, on behalf of our radio club, 

concerning a ham that had moved from the 

Antelope Valley many years ago that had 

now become a silent key. While I do not 

know the reason or circumstances of the 

move, it appeared that when he relocated, 

for whatever reason, he had left behind 

virtually everything associated with ama-

teur radio. 

 

His children had been tasked with dealing 

with his estate, which of course included 

his ham gear. As expected, there were a 

couple of radios and associated gear still at 

the ready in his shack. In addition, there 

was an accumulation of antenna parts, old 

coax, magazines, aged radios, (some of 

which were rack mounted equipment hav-

ing no label or description as to their origi-

nal use), as well as boxes of components, 

project radios, and other assorted items in 

boxes or trunks that had been keeping each 

other company over the last few decades. 

Over many years new “move-ins” had 

been added to his collection until his 

amassing had finally become quite exten-

sive and had long ago required expansion 

into his garage. 

 

As is sometimes the case, much of his ac-

cumulations were outdated, in disrepair, or 

not complete. Sifting through his things I 

could tell that he appeared to be thorough 

in his documenting schematics, manuals, 

and his notes as to what he was experi-

menting with or working on at the time. 

Regrettably, his projects were aged and 

would now only be of interest to select 

people having similar interest and exper-

tise in that particular piece of gear. To 

anyone else one would say he had an in-

credible selection and collection of boat 

anchors.  Obviously, anything that was 

thought to be of value to the family we 

made certain the family was aware of what 

we had discovered and of the possible 

(Continued on page 4) 

Meeting Notice 

http://www.avarc.club 

Thursday, May   26, is the next meeting of 

the AVARC at Antelope Valley First Chris-

tian Church, 1702 East Avenue J, in Lancas-

ter.  This is the same location where the 

monthly VE sessions are held. Talk-in is 

available on the Hauser Repeater (146.73 

MHz. PL 100) if you need directions. Eyeball 

QSO starts at 7 pm, and the meeting starts at 
7:30. 

 

The new phone number for the club is (661) 

265-6131.  

 

Ross Overstreet is a Sales Engineer for FLIR 

Systems specializing in thermal cameras for 

R&D or Scientific Applications.  These cam-

eras are most commonly used for non-contact

-temperature measurement of printed circuit 
boards, power semiconductors, unencapsu-

lated ASICs, medical devices, battery sys-

tems, and even biological experiments in-

volving blood flow or metabolism.  Each 

image can provide between 76,000 and 1 

million individual temperature read-

ings!  Ross’ work at FLIR is divided between 

Military Test Range applications, National 

Labs and commercial R&D.  He’ll be dis-
cussing infrared cameras for electronics in-

spection and will bring a handful of FLIR 

cameras to play with.  Feel free to bring 

along any interesting electronics that you 

would like to image (cases will need to be 

removed since FLIR cameras only measure 

surface temperatures and can’t see through 

housings). There will be a laptop and some 

IR cameras to play with.  This should be a 

very interesting and enjoyable presentation, 
so mark your calendars and plan to join us. 
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From the Secretary’s Desk 
AVARC General Meeting 

April 28, 2016 

 

Opening: Carol Humpherys 

AF6OV President 

 

7:30 pm call to order 

 

Flag salute 

 

Welcome to members and visi-

tors. Welcome to our new meet-

ing location! Thank you to the 

First Christian Church for al-

lowing us to meet in their beau-

tiful facility. 

 

Use of facility: Announcement 

made by Dan Sherwood 

W6DAS 

 

Presentation to John Isles for 

his service as AVARC Board 

member. 

 

General business: 

Minutes from last meeting sub-

mitted by Carol Humpherys & 

Paul L’Heureux  transcribed by 

Dan Sherwood (W6DAS), and  

printed in the Short Circuit. Any 

corrections? Motion to approve 

as printed in Short Circuit made 

by Frank N6FOD, seconded by 

Margie KG6TBR Approved? Y 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Gary Barr 

WA6TWT: Checking Balance 

$5,186.68   (Cash $114.00) To-

tal: $5,300.68 

 

Membership Report: Gary Barr 

WA6TWT: Members # 85, 

ARRL members 80%, Members 

present tonight 47. 

Urgent club business - Board mem-

ber vacancy: Dick Miller KJ6W 

resigned from the board member 

today. (Relocated to Big Bear 

City.) Nominations taken for a new 

board member:  Margie – nomi-

nated Paul L’Heureux, Carol – 

nominated Larry KI6BKP,  

 

General business: 

Field day prep: Paul L’Heureux – 

Need volunteer to pick up chairs 

and tables. Paul gave a brief over-

view of what FD is for the new 

hams.  Also needs someone to 

bring a BBQ for the potluck. 

Eugene – Working on “eyeball” 

cards for the Club.  Has some for 

people to pass out. 

 

Margie Hoffman:  Shirt purchase- 

Working on bulk order for shirts 

with FD logo.  LACARC (Council) 

report – ARRL wants LAX section 

to do the Hamcon SW Division 

convention again.  Only 18 months 

of preparation to get this done. 

 

Chris Spacone, KD6OUB – presen-

tation on Frazier Mountain Rally.  

Looking for volunteers for ham 

comms.  Date- May 21 date of 

event.  Sign up info – rallydata.com 

(online signup). 

 

Financial audit update: (Matt Stew-

art) – done. 

 

VP update:  May speaker Ross 

Overstret from FLIR Systems – 

speaker on infrared technology. 

 

Open  / Items from general club 

members: 

 

MS Walk – Dan W6DAS 

Break, followed by the club pro-

gram. Speaker John Melville 

K6FQC  Eugene presented the 

speaker with a certificate of ap-

preciation. 

 

Announcements: 

Next VE Session at First Chris-

tian Church on Monday, May 2at 

7 pm. Address 1702 E. Ave J 

across from Wal-Mart. Session is 

GLAARG with a  $5.00 fee.  

Adrienne talked about FCC prob-

lems with license processing. 

Next Board Meeting scheduled 

for Thursday, May 5, at the 

Humpherys QTH. Potluck dinner 

with the meeting starting at 7:00 

pm and ending by 8:30 pm. The 

meeting is open to all club mem-

bers. 

 

Short Circuit articles due Sunday, 

May 8.  E-mail to Adrienne. In-

vite/welcome submissions by 

members at large.  

 

Margie announced the successful 

result of the recent Acton VE 

test. 

 

Also, more net control operators 

and newsline operators needed 

for the Wednesday net. See Keith 

  

50/50 drawing won by Matt  

K6MES for $23.00 

 

Some other prizes as well. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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AVARC Board Meeting  

May 5, 2016 
Board Meeting – Agenda – Thurs-
day, May 5, 2016 

 
Opening:  
Call to order by Carol Humpherys 

AF6OV at 7 pm  
 
Minutes from last board meeting: 

Secretary Dan Sherwood W6DAS. 
Any corrections? 

 
Motion to approve as printed in 
Short Circuit Made by:  Eugene Sec-

onded by:  Carol  Approved Y.  
 
Discuss process to correct meeting 

minutes.  Dan’s computer, not in 
Short Circuit. 

 
Treasurer’s report: Gary Barr 
WA6TWT  - Checking,  $5,186.68  

cash $193.00 &  total $5,379.68. 
New expenses to be submitted?   
 

Membership Report: Gary Barr 
WA6TWT Membership: 94, ARRL: 
79.79% 

 
Non-profit status: Matt – Gary and 

Matt need to talk to the IRS to deter-
mine back taxes and fees. 
 

Members present tonight: Carol 
Humpherys  AF6OV, Eugene 
Humpherys KG6SLC, Gary Barr 

WA6TWT, Gary Mork WA6WFC, 
Matt Stewart K6MES, Dan Sher-

w o o d  W 6 D A S ,  A d r i e n n e 
WA6YEO. 
 

Goals/Vision:  
 

 Provide enriching amateur radio 
activities, experiences and op-
portunities.  

  

 Be an AVARC ambassador to 
other clubs and the community.  

  

(Continued from page 2) 

Secretary’s Desk… 
 Increase meeting and net partici-

pation. 

  
Old Business: 

 
Meeting venue change: Input/
feedback/thoughts? Positive all 

around.  John Melville, speaker that 
night liked the venue.  Rearrange ta-

bles, different tables, VGA to HDMI 
adapter. 
 

Attendance continues to be up. 
Thoughts to increase attendance at 
meetings & on the net? 

 
VP report: Eugene Humpherys 

KG6SLC.  May speaker Ross 
Overstreet on infrared cameras. 
 

 Discussion by Adrienne about way to 
publicize his appearance to generate 
maximum interest in the short circuit.   

 
Future program schedule: “X-Band” 

speaker, (antenna propagation) – Steve 
Noll WA6EJO.   
 

Donald Sather – Satellite program for 
US Government.  T-Hunting plans? 
Build J Poles?  

 
Activity for field day – Ideas dis-
cussed for promotion of field day.  

Suggested that old FD slides be shown 
before the next meeting. 

Action item – build FD slide show 
before next meeting. 
 

Club contact cards: Eugene printing 
additional cards 
 

Weekly Club Net: Margie. Participa-
tion metrics good. 

 
Field Day report & Club logo patches: 
Discussion postponed – Paul not avail-

able. 
 
Web site update: Dan – talked to Brian 

Hoffman, will evolve slowly. 
 

Jacklope Award – tabled for now. 
 

New Business:  
1. Donated equipment.  “Julie” – went 

to visit some old equipment from 

shack of SK.  Some amplifier parts, 
tubes, etc. 

 

 
2. Short Circuit articles: List of up-

coming activities, such as field 

days, conventions, hamfests 
3.  

3. Poppy Festival – Carol has a list of 
individuals  interested in amateur 
radio. 

4.  
4. Listing of other club’s activities 

and speakers to be published in the 

short circuit. 
 

5. Matt – project to build sleeve anten-
nas. 
Announcements:  

Next VE Session Saturday, 6/4/16, 9 am 
First Christian Church. Address 1702 E. 
Ave J – Across from Wal-Mart. Session 

is ARRL with a  $15.  fee. 
Next Club Meeting: Thursday, May 26, 
at the First Christian Church. Address 

1702 E. Ave J – Across from Wal-Mart. 
 

Next Board Meeting, Thursday, June 2.  
Location – Texas Cattle Company.   
Arrive at 6 pm for dinner.  The meeting 

begins at 7:00 pm and should end by 
8:30 pm. The meeting is open to all 
AVARC members. 

 
Short Circuit Articles Due Sunday, May 

15 (Other articles welcome!!) 
 
Adjourned:  8:26PM 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Dan Sherwood W6DAS 

AVARC Secretary 2016 
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the holder’s lifetime, instead of for the 

current 10-year term. Krotz noted that the 

General Radiotelephone Operator 

License (GROL) already is issued on a 

lifetime basis. He maintained that not 

having to renew licenses would lighten 

the FCC’s workload.  

“It would be mutually beneficial for the 

FCC and Amateur Radio operators to 

update Part 97 to grant operator licenses 

for lifetime”, Krotz said in his filing. 

“The FCC would benefit by reducing 

administrative costs.” 

Should the United States offer lifetime 

amateur radio licenses? Canada has had a 

lifetime license for the last 12 years. 

What is your take? 

I only partially support a lifetime license: 

Why?  Some individuals obtain a license 

because it seems like a good idea at the 

moment, but ultimately fail to get on the 

air or loose interest and halt ham radio 

activity. A lifetime license would tie up 

their call sign until they passed away. I 

would however support an action that, 

after the initial renewal of the license or 

for license levels of General or above, 

would extend the license for ones 

lifetime.  

My husband Eugene KG6SLC first 

obtained his license as a Novice in 1967. 

Being more interested in cars than in 

radios, Eugene did not get on the air. 

Last month while helping to sort through 

a silent key’s shack, we had the joy of 

stumbling across an old 1968 Radio 

Amateur Callbook Magazine listing 

Eugene’s original call of WN7JOR. (The 

old call sign books are similar to ancient 

phone books; they are thick with very 

small print.) Eugene’s face lit up when 

we found his old listing!  

If your license is up for renewal, 

remember to renew sooner rather than 

later. Happy Hamming! 

(Continued from page 1) 

President’s Corner... 

value for those items such as an old reel to 

reel tape recorder and tapes could contain 

history of family events or other significant 

information. 

 

Our lifetime is for only a short time and 

then we move on, During this time, our in-

terests and experiences vary over the years 

as do those things we deem to be of value 

and important.  Most of us tend to keep 

those things that have brought us happiness 

and/or are important to us and disregard that 

which has lost its luster or has declined in 

value to us. As time moves on we embrace 

and get used to newer technologies and the 

older equipment will many times be just be 

moved out of the way or put on the “shelf”. 

As time passes these items are relegated to 

longer-term storage in the back of a closet 

or become a resident of an “old folks com-

munity” in our garage or storage shed. 

 

Looking at the things he had left behind I 

realized that at a particular point in time at 

least some of his things had been the prod-

uct of considerable effort and thus were 

important to him. However, over the years 

those specific items had taken less of a pri-

ority in his life as he moved on to other 

things. While his interests had moved on, 

his housekeeping did not reflect these 

changes. 

 

On the other hand, many of us, as we pro-

gress through our lives, are comfortable 

with technology contemporary with our 

time and as we get older we become less 

and less compelled to migrate to newer 

technologies and in some cases continue to 

hang on to what we used “back in the day” 

and do not relinquish our old and/or obso-

lete equipment in favor of newer technol-

ogy. Hey, if it works don’t fix it, right?  

(Continued from page 1) 

From the VEEP... 

 

But in spite of our reluctance to shed 

these older things, technology continues 

to move on. Today I heard a radio host 

state the portable phone was created 

some twenty-five years ago. The same 

person that originated the idea for the 

portable phone now has another idea that 

will improve on his original concept in 

that his new brainchild would allow cell 

phones users to no longer panic because 

they forgot to turn off their phone, 

(which by now only has 5% charge, and 

they discover that they have to make a 

critical call or cannot locate their 

charger). The worry is gone because 

their cell phones, and other small de-

vices, could be recharged remotely using 

RF (Radio Frequency). Instead of having 

to periodically tether their device to a 

power source they would be free to roam 

and have their device(s) constantly being 

recharged while in their pockets or hand-

bags. Now there’s a technology that 

would be easy to adopt. 

 

Radio designs are constantly being up-

graded and improved. If we aren’t im-

pressed with our existing radio capabili-

ties we only have to wait until the next 

generation of equipment arrives on the 

scene. Our radios of today are extremely 

capable and are more compact than ever 

before. Isn’t it great to be a ham? 

June:  Steve Noll WA6EJO       Antennas and Propagation Phenomenon 

 

July:   Norm Goodkin K6YXH     Papa Repeater System 

 

Aug:  Gurbux Singh W6BUX   When amateur radio was outlawed in Burma 
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Swap Shop 
 FOR SALE 

Cushcraft A-3 Three Element Beam - New in the Box 

 

10/15/20 Meters 

Asking $400.00  

Contact Frank Fedor N6SRZ 661-733-0789 

The regular exam location is the First Christian Church of the Antelope Valley. 

1702 East Ave. J., Lancaster, CA (Across the street from the Eastside Wall Mart). 

Please enter parking lot off the end of the cul-de-sac 17th Street East, enter the classroom annex, and 

look for the "FCC Exams" sign outside the correct classroom. Monday Nights: Please do not disturb the 

A.A. group or other groups that may be using the facilities. 

Dates/times may be subject to change. 

6/4/2016 Saturday 9am. ARRL 

7/11/2016 Monday 7pm. GLAARG 

8/6/2016 Saturday 9am. GLAARG 

9/12/2016 Monday 7pm. ARRL 

10/1/2016 Saturday 9am. GLAARG 

11/7/2016 Monday 7pm. GLAARG 

12/3/2016 Saturday 9am. ARRL 

AVARC Weekly Net 

Swap Shop ads are run free of charge to AVARC members and 

other interested amateurs.  Items should be of interest to ham 

operators, and should include prices and contact information.  For 

more information, contact Short Circuit editor Adrienne WA6YEO.  

The AVARC weekly net meets 

every Wednesday at 8:00 pm PT 

on the Hauser repeater 146.73 (PL 

100) with rotating net coordina-

tors. After check-ins and traffic, 

Amateur Radio Newsline is 

presented. ALL are welcome, so 

be sure to check in to show your 

support. Third party check-ins are 

welcome, but must have a Control 

Operator present at check-in time.  
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Place 

Postage 

Here 

To  ARS: 

Amateur Radio is a National Resource FIRST CLASS 

The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club  K6OX 

Post Office Box 1011 

Lancaster, CA 93584-1011 

AVARC board meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month.  All mem-

bers are welcome to attend, although they should let the president or another offi-

cer know that they are planning to attend, as the meetings usually include a pot-

luck dinner at the home of one of the officers.   

 

The club net is on Wednesdays at 8:00, on the Hauser repeater (146.73 MHz PL 

100).  The net includes Amateur Radio Newsline, and all members and guests are 

invited to check in. 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Master-At-Arms 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Trustee 

Ex Officio 

Carol Humpherys 

Eugene Humpherys 

Dan Sherwood 
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Gary Mork 

Matt Stewart 

Dick Miller 

Keith Hoyt 

Margie Hoffman 
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W6DAS 

WA6TWT 

WA6WFC 

K6MES 

KJ6W 

K6GXO 

KG6TBR 

722-4616 
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264-4629 

285-3333 
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