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President’s Corner 

Dan Sherwood W6DAS 

Meeting Notice 

http://www.avarc.club 

Thursday, January  

25, is the next meet-

ing of the AVARC at 

the Quartz Hill Li-

brary, 5040 West Ave-

nue M-2.  Talk-in is 

available on the 

Hauser Repeater 

(146.73 MHz. PL 

100) if you need di-

rections. Eyeball QSO 

starts at 7 pm, and the 

meeting starts at 7:30. 

 

This month’s meeting 

will feature our new 

vice president, Larry 

Mock KI6BKP, and 

our treasurer Matt 

Stewart K6MES, 

whowill give a “State 

of the Club” address. 

Mark your calendars, 

as you won’t want to 

miss it. See you there! 

Another New Year!  My first activity is off to Quartzfest 2018, as we do 

every year.  Quartzfest is an ARRL-sanctioned hamfest off in the Sonoran 

desert of Western Arizona five miles south of the town of Quartzsite.  About 

800 HAM/RV people are expected to attend this event, featuring outdoor 

talks on all kinds of topics related to amateur radio, use of solar power, 

batteries, prospecting, off-roading, etc.  The emphasis on everything is what’s 

portable, lightweight, and can be taken off into the “boonies” for a sustained 

period of time.  Just about every presentation is “live demo” as it is hard to 

see Power Point slides outdoors.  There are always good opportunities to 

bring some great ideas back to the Club from this show, so expect to hear 

more about it next month.  Quartzfest coincides with the annual RV + gem 

and mineral show which attracts tens of thousands of RV enthusiasts annu-

ally.  You can read more about it at quartzfest.org. 

 

Speaking of ARRL, what’s up with the leadership of the League?  Late last 

year, the ARRL Board of Directors censured our Southwest Division Direc-

tor Dick Norton, N6AA for speaking out about the ARRL Code of Conduct 

at the Visalia DX convention.  Nonetheless a groundswell of opposition to 

BoD’s policies has taken place.  You can read more about it at 

myarrlvoice.org, and on the Facebook group by the same name.  I recom-

mend that our membership gets involved and writes the ARRL about this 

issue, as it affects the future well-being of the only advocacy organization the 

hobby of amateur radio has.  I already see folks heading for the exits, both in 

membership and financial donations to the League.  The ARRL provides a lot 

of services to amateur radio, primarily in representing our interests to the 

federal government, state and local governments, and the International 

Telecommunications Union, (ITU).  Without strong advocacy we would have 

neither frequencies to operate on, or if we did, the ability to erect an antenna 

to do so.  There is no competing organization to which we can turn to, so I 

strongly recommend NOT quitting your ARRL membership on account of 

this.  Do write them though, (their contact information is listed in QST, http://

www.arrl.org/officers, and on myarrlvoice.org ).  Be sure to include president 

Rick Roderick, and CEO  Tom Gallagher.  I do not recommend using the 

“boilerplate” letter on the site, as at least one of the directors had commented 

about people doing that.  I will be hearing a talk by Marty Woll, N6VI at 

Quartzfest.  He retired his position as SW Division Vice Director, and should 

have plenty to say about the issue.  Stay Tuned. 
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From the Secretary’s Desk 
AVARC Holiday Potluck 

December 15, 2017 

 

President Dan Sherwood W6DAS 

opened the meeting at 6:30 pm at 

First Christian Church in Lancaster, 

CA.  Following the pledge of alle-

giance, 35 members present intro-

duced themselves.  

 

New Business was the announce-

ment that our January monthly club 

meeting will be held on Thurs. 

January 25, at the Quartz Hill 

County Library at 7:30 pm.  Topic 

will be the State of the Club.   

 

We were briefly joined by Rever-

end and Mrs. Mitch Becker as the 

holiday dinner began.  Entertain-

ment was provided by Brian Hoff-

man KI6LUE.  The meeting ad-

journed at 9:10 pm. 

 

Announcements: 

 

VE exam will be Saturday January 

7, 2018 at 9 am at First Christian 

Church, 1702 E. Ave J in Lancas-

ter. 

 

Board Meeting will be Thursday, 

January 4, at 7 pm at First Christian 

Church, 1702 E Ave J in Lancaster. 

 

AVARC Board Meeting                                                                       

January 4, 2018  

AV First Christian Church 

 

Opening: Dan Sherwood W6DAS, 

President 

Call to order by Dan Sherwood 

W6DAS at 7:15 pm. 

Minutes from last board meeting: 

by Pat Okawa had 2 corrections.  

Motion to approve as printed in 

Short Circuit Made by: Carol 

Humpherys AF6OV. 

Seconded by: Matt Stewart 

K6MES. Approved by all present. 

Treasurer’s report Matt Stewart:  

Checking account: $5,885.02.  Cash 

on hand: $101.69 

Total: $5,986.71. 

Membership Report:  96 ARRL 

members: 71%. 

Members present today: Dan Sher-

wood W6DAS, Matt Stewart 

K6MES, Keith Hoyt K6GXO, Adri-

enne Sherwood WA6YEO, Margie 

Hoffman KG6TBR, Pat Okawa, 

KJ6CJI, Larry Mock KI6BKP, Gary 

Mork WA6WFC,,Mike Beckers 

K 6 Y Q O , D i a n e  R o b e r t s 

K6DER,Carol Humpherys AF6OV. 

 

Old Business: 
 

Upcoming Club Programs – Margie 

KG6TBR: February will be on 

Baker to Vegas; March will be Pat 

Coker N6RMJ on Microwaves or 

Moon Bounce. 

 

Holiday Potluck:  35 members at-

tended and there was enough food. 

There was no acknowledgement of 

the harp music and the chemistry 

from the audience was not as fes-

tive. Next year we should have 

more hands on magic. Table cloths 

were festive. There were too many 

screwdrivers in the prizes. Perhaps 

next year we should sell raffle tick-

ets in addition.  

 

FD site, (W6DAS).  Still no reply 

from Tehachapi folks on shared 

Field Day site.  Secured permit for 

use of Steve Owen Park in Lancas-

ter and settled insurance for the 

event. Michael Beckers K6YQO 

will check on Table Mountain 

campgrounds. We should ask Tom 

Fischer about renting misters. 

 

Application for usage of the Quartz 

Hill County Library has been made 

with insurance presented. 

January meeting will be on Thurs 

the 25th under Vice President Larry 

Mock KI6BKP and February will be 

on the 15th due to the holiday. Sep-

tember meeting will be on Thursday 

the 27th.  

 

No other Old Business. 

 

New Business: 

 

Transition of officers:  Dan Sher-

wood W6DAS will bring the letter 

to US Bank listing the 2018 officers 

with names matching their CA 

driver’s license on Saturday, Janu-

ary 6, after VE session. 

Larry Mock KI6BKP, Pat Okawa 

KJ6CJI and Matt Stewart K6MES 

will meet there to do the signature 

card.   

 

First Christian Church grounds us-

age between February 18 and the 

26th 2018 will be restricted by the 

Church’s participation in the Winter 

Sanctuary program, (Grace Re-

sources).  No Club activities will be 

held at the Church during this period 

per Dan Sherwood W6DAS. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pat Okawa KJ6CJI 

AVARC Secretary 2018 
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State of the Club address will be 

prepared for Larry Mock 

KI6BKP to deliver before I leave 

for Arizona the week of the Janu-

ary meeting.   I need to confer 

with Matt Stewart K6MES to re-

view the Club finances in order 

to propose a budget for this year. 

 

Matt Stewart K6MES suggests 

we need a “bio” on the member 

application in order to recognize 

new hams at Club meetings and 

in the Short Circuit.  Matt did not 

receive any replies to his request 

for comments from last month.  

We should bring 3 copies of the 

Short Circuit for new members. 

 

“Back to Basics” type presenta-

tions are needed, especially dur-

ing Spring and Summer when 

there is more daylight.  Topics:  

Small antennas, Anderson Power 

Pole installation, FT-8 operation 

on low power, NBEMS, etc. Our 

club focuses on general interest 

(Continued from page 2) 

Secretary’s Desk… 
topics 

and offers social contact.  Youth 

today do not join clubs. They pre-

fer to look it up on “You Tube”. 

An email suggestion by Yoshi to 

participate in the Winter Field Day 

comes too late for us to participate.  

 

Other New Business: Keith Hoyt 

K6GXO summarized the emails he 

has read regarding the new ARRL 

Code of Conduct as dropping of 

support to ARRL. Marty Woll 

N6VI has resigned from ARRL.  

 

Manufacturers are backing away. 

Hams have no other advocacy 

group.  Adrienne Sherwood 

WA6YEO wants to continue with 

VE testing. Margie Hoffman 

KG6TBR reminds us the club gets 

a large donation from supporting 

Hamcon. Should the club send a 

letter or should individuals write a 

letter? 

 

Margie Hoffman KG6TBR: need 

more net control operators to sign 

up for 2018. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pat Okawa KJ6CJI 

AVARC Secretary 2017 

 

Announcements:  

Short Circuit Articles - Needed 

by:  Sunday, January 14. 

 

 

Next Club meeting: Thursday, 

1/25/2018 – Program: State of the 

Club address presented by Larry 

Mock KI6BKP in my absence.   

 

VE Exam: Saturday January 6th at 

9 am at First Christian Church 

 

Board meeting:  Thursday, Febru-

ary 1, 7 pm. at First Christian 

Church 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9 pm. 
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The regular exam location is the First Christian Church of the Ante-

lope Valley. 

1702 East Ave. J., Lancaster, CA (Across the street from the East-

side Wall Mart). 

Please enter parking lot off the end of the cul-de-sac 17th Street 

East, enter the classroom annex, and look for the "FCC Exams" sign 

outside the correct classroom. Monday Nights: Please do not disturb 

the A.A. group or other groups that may be using the facilities. 

Dates/times may be subject to change. 

2/5/2018 Monday 7 pm GLAARG 

3/3/2018 Saturday 9 am ARRL 

4/9/2018 Monday 7 pm GLAARG 

5/5/2018 Saturday 9 am GLAARG 

6/4/2018 Monday 7 pm ARRL 

7/7/2018 Saturday 9 am GLAARG 

8/6/2018 Monday 7 pm GLAARG 

9/8/2018 Saturday 9 am ARRL 

10/1/2018 Monday 7 pm GLAARG 

11/3/2018 Saturday 9 am GLAARG 

12/3/2018 Monday 7 pm ARRL 

Since I did not receive any responses 

to my request in the December Short 

Circuit, I decided to approach this 

month’s blurb.  I have made an 

appeal for each member to complete 

an application with their membership 

dues for this year.  My reason for 

requesting this information is quite 

simple.  The database that has been 

the backbone of the Antelope Valley 

Amateur Radio Club’s (Club) books 

since 2010 has a number of errors in 

the membership roster.  This is 

simply due to fact that the data has 

been added on to but the older data 

has not been removed. 

 

To rectify this problem, I decided to 

take on the job of cleaning out the 

archaic data that is no longer perti-

nent to the Club.  There are multiple 

reasons to perfect the books.  The 

most relevant is the fact that as a 

Public Charity, our books are subject 

to inspection.  I am not comfortable 

in handing over a set of books for 

inspection when I cannot explain 

how the information contained within 

the data is relevant to the database.  

Another and for the simplification of 

the books for future officers’ conven-

ience a smaller up to date set of 

records is much easier to contend 

with. 

 

On another note, the Club received 

two new members to our ranks.  They 

are John Eakin and Patti Melano.    

They are both located in Lancaster 

and they are both Extra Class 

Amateurs.  If you happen to see them 

at a club function or a regular club 

meeting, stop and greet them. 

Membership, what’s new … 
By Matt Stewart K6MES 
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Place 

Postage 

Here 

To  ARS: 

Amateur Radio is a National Resource FIRST CLASS 

The Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club  K6OX 

Post Office Box 1011 

Lancaster, CA 93584-1011 

AVARC board meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month.  All mem-

bers are welcome to attend, although they should let the president or another offi-

cer know that they are planning to attend, as the meetings usually include a pot-

luck dinner at the home of one of the officers.   

 

The club net is on Wednesdays at 8:00, on the Hauser repeater (146.73 MHz PL 

100).  The net includes Amateur Radio Newsline, and all members and guests are 

invited to check in. 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Master-At-Arms 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Trustee 

Ex Officio 

Dan Sherwood 

Larry Mock 

Pat Okawa 

Matt Stewart 

Gary Mork 

Paul L’Heureux 

Michael Beckers 

Keith Hoyt 

Carol Humpherys 

W6DAS 

KI6BKP 

KJ6CJI 

K6MES 

WA6WFC 

KD6SMC 

K6YQO 

K6GXO 

AF6OV 

264-1863 

943-6736 

718-3986 

264-4629 

948-8317 

305-1838 

805-906-9555 

533-4025 

441-4671 

    

Antelope Valley Amateur Radio Club 2018 Officers 


